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HErecent proposal that the London County Council 

should place their Valuer in charge of the Housing 
Department very naturally evoked a protest from the 
architectural profession, which was voiced by -Mr. 
Percy Thomas, P.R.I.B.A., whose letter to The Times 
and Lord Latham’s reply to this for the L.C.C. (relevant 
extracts from the correspondence are printed on page 
462) has started a discussion which might appear to 
the general public to be somewhat of a “storm in a 
tea-cup ” as both parties have been inclined to assume 
a more intimate understanding of the technical con- 
ditions involved than is in the minds of those who 
have not definitely studied these. 

Lord Latham seems to attach little importance as 
to which profession is qualified to guide a housing 
programme. He assumes that an architect might as 
well work under an‘engineer or surveyor as vice versa, 
and, by reason of the close relationship between housing 
and values, sees no objection to a valuer controlling, the 
whole group. Of course, Mr. Percy Thomas under- 
stands the position better than this, and it is satis- 
factory to see that he will now have the opportunity 
of heading a deputation to the Housing Committee of 
the L.C,C. and thus the architects will be able to submit 
the facts justifying their attitude towards this question. 
It is not simply a matter of professional prestige, as 
Lord Latham suggests; architects raise no objection 
to working under, or to taking instructions from, 
members of other professions where the conditions 
render such a procedure appropriate, as in the 
cases where structural or economic demands are 
dominant. 

Fortunately, we have left far behind us the day when 
such demands could be accepted for housing; for 
half a century or more, those recognised as primary 
have aimed at the welfare of the people; health, comfort, 
convenience and all the factors facilitating the best 
practicable living conditions, the needs of education 
and recreation, as well as other considerations come 
into the picture, a composite oné which, as a whole, 
has for long been peculiarly the province of the architect. 
We have only to. glance at the important plan and 
report for the future of London, prepared by Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie and Mr. J. H. Forshaw, under the auspices 
of the L.C.C. itself, to see how indubitably this is the 
fact, and now we find Sir Patrick himself coming into 
the field in support of the President and expressing 
his regret that: those who worked with him on this plan 
are still unable to grasp that housing is not ‘‘the mere 
shelling of peas”? and deciding how many are to be 
accommodated by the price paid for the land. Social 
communities—he adds—require a warmer handling, 
and the country looks to the London County Council 
to lead the way in realising their plan. The course 





now proposed is the first threat of defeat to the main 
principles laid down which represent a fundamental 
attitude to social reform. 
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Our readers must by now have become familiar with 
the well-informed interest taken by the architectural pro- 
fession in Town Planning, and particularly those aspects 
of it related to housing, providing the main contribu- 
tions to most recent developments. The whole system 
of architectural education at the present time, emphasis- 
ing social and cultural demands, impresses on the architect 
as on no other professional man the need for exactly 
the type of knowledge required to appreciate the 
numerous factors involved in the preparation of a 
housing programme, and to enable fair comparisons to 
be made between various sites, balancing conflicting 
merits and demerits, and ultimately reaching sound 
conclusions. : 

It would be most mischievous if the only result of this 
discussion was to suggest to the public that there was a 
quarrel between the various professions on the question 
of prestige> There is nothing of the kind, and the 
trend towards specialisation is going on without the 
slightest disturbance in the relations between all con- 
cerned. The main interest among those engaged in 
building is that this should be organised by methods 
securing the best results, that all should be fitted into . 
the social structure in the positions for which they are 
best qualified and are most efficient. It is obvious that 
most civic undertakings involve considerations requiring 
reference to a number of technical advisers, and among 
these housing probably makes the widest demands, 
including not only the valuer, surveyor and engineer 
but the medical and education officers, parks and welfare 
superintendents, with quite a long list of others. Now 
who is to co-ordinate all the contributions these may 
make and bring amenity and order into the complex 
whole ?. Psychological, technical and imaginative quali- 
fications must be brought into play, and, while the first 
of these may be found more generally distributed, no 
one but an architect can supply the two latter; therefore, 
whatever form was devised for the body implementing 
housing schemes, they could only take their final shape 
from the hand of the architect. 

This estimate of the position would unquestionably 
be an accurate one in nine cases out of ten, and for this 
reason it is illogical to devise an organisation that would 
not only fail to assist progress on the lines recognised 
as desirable but would be very likely to put on the 
brake at critical periods. Economic considerations must 
not, of course, be neglected ; but they come neither 
first nor last in the housing of the community, and, this 
being the case, it is difficult to see why such an under- 
taking should be placed under the guidance of an econo- 
mist, whose functions should by rights be rather one of 
revision and criticism than those calling for initiative 
and imagination. It is evident that the abilities of the 
present valuer to the L.C.C. are regarded as outstanding, 
but it is a mistaken method of expressing, appreciation 
to place him in a position where new calls would 
tend to extend these beyond their specific range. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Reorganisation of L.C.C. Housing. 

Proposats for concentrating the L.C.C. 
housing organisation in the hands of the 
Chief Valuer were considered by the Coun- 
cil at its meeting on Tuesday. The major 
responsibility already resides in _ the 
Velen, and it was proposed by the Civil 
Defence and General Purposes Committee 
that the Valuer should be re-designated 
Director of. Housing and Valuer. With 
certain exceptions he would become solely 
responsible for carrying out the housing 
work, and the staff in the architect’s and 
chief engineer’s departments engaged on 
such work would be seconded to him. 

The Valuer who is proposed as new 
Director of Housing ,is Mr. Cyn . 
Walker, M.C., F.S.L, L.R.I.B.A., Borough 
Valuer of Croydon, whose appointment 
was to have been confirmed at Tuesday’s 
meeting, but is now to await the Council’s 
decision following the joint deputation by 
the R.I.B.A. and A.B.T., now to be 
received, 3 

Lorp Laruam, leader of the L.C.C., said 
at a Press Conference on Friday that there 
was dire distress among the people of Lon- 
don. It was estimated that 100,000 houses 
were required, 50,000 inside the county and 
50,000 outside, for about 400,000. ere 
was a waiting list of about 60,000 people, 
and applications were coming in at the 
rate of 1,500 a week. 

Mr. C. W. Gisson, Chairman of the 
Committee, gave details of the present 
building operations. There were actually 
in progress of permanent building 1,31 
dwellings, and by the end ef the year they 
would have accepted for tender, or be 
ready to put out for tender, another 12,000 
flats or cottages, Included in this figure 
were 1,300 permanent prefabricated 
dwellings. 


Materials for Housing. 

Our Parliamentary Correspondent 
writes: The Opposition in the House of 
Commons on Monday made an effort to 
insert, in Committee, amendments to the 
Building Materials and Housing Bill to 
_define more closely the powers proposed to 
be taken by the Minister of Works. 

Mr. . MannincHaM-BuLtER moved an 
amendment providing that the Minister 
should be enabled only to buy building 
materials and equipment from outside the 
United Kingdom when these could not be 
procured at home. This was characterised 
as a wrecking amendment by Mr. 
Tomiinson, Minister of Works. 

After this amendment had been rejected 
*by 213 votes to 92, Mr. Wittink moved 
another, designed to prevent the Minister 
of Works from arranging for the produc- 
tion or distribution of building material 
and equipment unless the existing capacity 
or organisation was inadequate. Mr. 
Tomurnson described this amendment as 
designed ‘‘ to make a little opening just 
below the water-line.’”” The Government, 
he said, wished to obtain, and where 
necessary exercise, all the powers needed 
to build houses. 

Appeals to the Minister to think again 
were made by Mr, Ricnarp Law and 
others, but Mr. Tomitnson retorted that 
the Opposition were trying to tie his 
hands. The amendment was negatived 
by 234 votes to 119. 

An amendment, moved by.Mr. Tomirn- 
son, to enable sums to be advanced to 
the Minister of Works up to September, 
1950, instead of 1947, as proposed in the 
Bill, was described by Mr. Wiitink as an 
extraordinary example of ill-considered 
legislation. The amendment was carried 
by 256 votes to 110. 
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Cambridge Preservation Society. 

THE annual report of this Society for the 
year ended June 30 last shows that there 
are three main problems ahead : the Gog 
Magog hills, the Madingley-road area, and 
the general question of the future develop- 
ment of the town and university. On the 
last point the Report states that it is 
believed that no important divergence of 
opinion or aims exists between the town, 
the society, and the university. ‘‘ We look 
forward with confidence,’’ the Report adds, 
“to an even more beautiful Cambridge, 
shorn of some dark patches and embel- 
lished by new buildings in harmony with 
the old. Let us remember that Preserva- 
tion is not static but dynamic, and looks 
forward as well as backward.”’ 


Chartered Surveyors’ War Record. 

AccoRDING to present records, 3,541 
members of the Chartered Surveyors’ In- 
stitution, out of a total membership of 
some 11,647, have served or are still serv- 
ing in H.M. Forces. One hundred and 
eighty-three have laid down their lives 
and 160 have been awarded military dis- 
tinctions, including one C.B., one George 
Cross, seven D.8.0.s, ten D.8.C.s, 25 
M.C.s, twelve D.F.C.s, and two George 
Medals. 


Housing Architect, Nottingham. 

NorrincHam City Councit invite appli- 
cations from Fellow or Associate Members 
of the R.I.B.A. for the post of Housing 
Architect. Salary £1,000 per annum, plus 
cost-of-living bonus. Details advertised 
elsewhere in this issue. 


COMING EVENTS 


Friday, December 7. 

InstiTUTE OF WELDING. Messrs. -G. Haim and 
H. P. Zade on “‘ Welding of Plastics.” Borough 
Polytechnic, Borough-road, 8.E.1. 7.30 p.m, 

Monday, December 10. 

L.M.B.A. N.E. Area Annua 
coq Head Hotel, Chigwell. 

L.M.B.A. Central (No. 3) Area Annual 
Meeting. The Holborn: Restaurant, W.C.1. 





Meeting. 


Tuesday, December 11. 
R.I.B.A. Mr. C. G, Stillman on “ School 
Planning and Construction.” 66, Portland- 


place. 6 p.m. 

A.A. Students’ Panto. 36, Bedford-square, 
W.C.1. 7.30 p.m. (also on December 12 and 13, 
7.30 p.m. and December %4, at 6.30 p.m.). 

Thursday, December 13. 

1.A.A.8. (London and Home Counties Branch). 

—Dinner and Dance. Dorchester Hotel, Park- 


.R. Mr. Arthur Ling on 

“Town Planning in Action: the Moscow Plan.” 

66, Portland-place, W.1. 6.30 p.m. 

Friday, December 14. 

ArcuitEcts’ REGISTRATION COUNCIL. 

caeaee Meeting. 66, Portland-place, 
p.m. 


Quarterly 
W.1. 
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Architects’ Estates. 
Mr. Harry Sire _ Farruvnsr, 
A.R.I.B.A., of Manchester, left £38,650. 
Mz. C. B. Fiocxton, of Sheffield (n.p, 
£45,307) left £49,968. 


** Calling All Builders.” 

A PAMPHLET having the above title has 
been circulated by the National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers to employers 
in the building industry through the 
Regional Federations. It gives a brief 
record of some of the work done by the 
National Federation during the war. 


Appointments. 

Mr. Tuomas Hovucuron, of Headingley, 
Leeds, Assistant Regional Planning Off. 
cer to the Ministry of Town and Country 


Planning, has been appointed County 
Planning Officer to the Berkshire County 
Council. 


A’ recommendation that Mr. W. T. 
Benstyn, F.R.I.B.A., be appointed full- 
time architect of the Birmingham Educa- 
tion Committee at a salary of £1,600 per 
annum, was placed before the committee 
at their meeting on November 30. 

nr. R. 8, ee F.R.1.B.A., has 
— appointed Housing Architect of Fife 


Professional Announcements. 

Mr. Guy .H. Nicnoms, F.I.A.A., 
L.R.1.B.A., has removed to 5, Grosvenor- 
crescent, Hyde Park Corner, London, 
S.W.1 (telephone : Sloane 8174), where he 
will be pleased to receive trade catalogues. 

Me. R. L. Brewis, A.I.A.8., announces 
that his partnership with Mr. W. §S. 
Chapple, having been terminated by 
mutual consent, he has started in practice 
as a quantity surveyor with offices at 11, 
Cathedral-road, Cardiff (telephone: Car- 
diff 566). Trade circulars and catalogues 
would be welcomed. 

Mr. James Hatt, P.A.S.I., and Mr. 
A. H, Srarrorp, P.A.S.I., chartered quan- 
tity. surveyors, have entered into partner- 
ship and commenced in practice as 
Messrs. Hall & Stafford, at Sunniside 


Chambers, West Sunniside, Sunderland, ' 


and will be glad to receive trade cata- 
logues, etc. 

Mr. Cyrm I. Stver has resumed 
private practice as a quantity surveyor 
and valuer at 80, Duke-street, Grosvenor- 
square, W.1. (Telephone : Mayfair 3709). 

Messrs. L. A. LLIFORD AND Panrt- 
NERS, FF.R.I.B.A., have now reopened 
their London offices at 47, Essex-street, 
Strand, W.C.2 (telephone : Central 9061). 
For a while, however, they will be work- 
ing from both this address and their tem- 
porary war-time address at 3, Manor-way, 
Beckenham. 


From The Builder of 1845. 
Saturday, December 6, 1845. 


THE ARCHITECT oF THE Late RoyaL 
Excuance.—‘‘On the 9th Dec. [1667] 
occurs the following entry : ‘The commit- 
tee considering that Mr. Jerman, who was 
chosen surveyor for rebuilding the Ex- 
change in April last, hath not yet received 
any gratification for drawing drafts and 
directing the building; they therefore 
ordered that 507. shall be payed him upon 
account until further consideration ‘of his 
merits." These. extracts [taken from 
records of the City and of the Mercers’ 
Company upon the rebuilding of the Ex- 
change after the Great Fire of 1666] I 
think you will agree with me prove that 
Edward Jerman was the sole architect. 
In these records Sir Christopher Wren is 
spoken of, under date of 7th Jan., 1670, 
as ‘Dr. Wren, Surveyor-General of. His 
Majesty’s Workes.’”"—From a_ letter 
signed “‘ W. T.”’ (? William Tite). 
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MERSEYSIDE PROGRAMME 
MR. LONGSTRETH THOMPSON'S PLAN 


Wuen Mr. Longstreth Thompson’s plan for the region 
around Liverpool was published in the Spring, it was 
unfortunate that war conditions did not admit of the inclu- 
sion of all the illustrations which accompanied his report. 
This deficiency has now been made good and adds very 
materially to the value of the original publication. In our 
review of this on March 16, 1945, we pointed out that 
Merseyside comprises a central group of towns around the 
Port of Liverpool which are primarily dependent upon it 
and are closely bound together by the river Mersey, which, 
though it divides them into two distinct parts—those in 
Lancashire and in Cheshire—is less of a-barrier than a link 
between them. 

The area includes Liverpool, Bootle, Crosby, Litherland 
and Huyton in Lancashire, with Birkenhead, Wallasey and 
Bebington on the Cheshire side; around this group are 
other important towns closely linked with the main centre 
by commercial and residential traffic, the intensity of which 
is strikingly illustrated in the diagrams, Figs. 1 and 2, 
which it is proposed to provide for by a comprehensive 
scheme of arterial, sub-arterial and minor roads, including 
an inner and outer ring round the city of Liverpool, and a 
number of other schemes aimed at the relief of traffic in 
ihe town areas generally. 

The road plan, as may be seen in Fig. 3, is based on 
these traffic requirements, and related to the main “one 
purpose ’’ motor-road which is part of the national road 
scheme, and passes from south to north near the region, 
but just outside its eastern boundary. The question of 
possible improvement in the railways has also been taken 
up with those responsible for them. The transport of goods 
is at present fairly well provided for, but the organisation 
of movement between residential and business centres 
needs revision to improve these facilities and to support the 
programme for the future zoning of these. 

This programme, as set out in the report, is now greatly 
clarified by the three large-scale maps now issued, dealing 
vith the. distribution of industries, the existing urban 
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MERSEYSIDE tei 
DAILY EBB AND FLOW OF WORKERS 1928 
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FIG. 1. DIAGRAM SHOWING DAILY EBB AND FLOW OF WORKERS, 
1921. 


utilisation, and Dr. Dudley Stamp’s agricultural land 
classification. These, taken together, give a very clear 
and definite picture of the possibilities for the future of the 
region, and demonstrate most effectively the value of maps 
of this type as guidance in the preparation of a definite 
scheme, paying due regard to the best utilisation of all the 
resources of the district. 


FIG. 3. SHOWING PROPOSED PRINCIPAL ROUTES, MERSEYSIDE. 
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FIG. 4. THE MERSEYSIDE PLAN: 


One feature in the proposals which gains very specifically 
by illustration.is Mr. C. H. James’s plan for a holiday 
centre suitable for provision on one or more of the appro- 
priate sites along the coastline of the area. It is pointed out, 
that now that the principle of “‘holidays with pay’’ has be- 
come generally accepted, the demand for holiday centres. will 
greatly increase, and while the present idea of a holiday 
camp is not altogether satisfactory, there is a great deal to 
be said for a properly designed, equipped and controlled 
centre such as may be found in Switzerland and other 
places on the Continent. Weather in this country being so 
uncertain, a well-designed holiday group should include 
indoor accommodation for amusement on wet days, as well 
as facilities for bathing at all states of the tide. Not every- 
one desires to be always on the beach, and a centre of 
adequate size can afford the provision and upkeep of 
gardens, tennis-courts, bowling-greens, and other amenities 
not usually accessible to holiday makers. 

The holiday centre, for which a sketch study is given 
(Fig. 4), including the type of accommodation recom- 
mended, is more or less in diagrammatic form subject to 
qualification in accordance with the conformation of the 
site selected. It consists of a large central group of build- 
ings containing the reception and administrative offices, 
large dining-hall and kitchen, lounge, games rooms, billiards 
room, and bar, with possibly a reading room or library. 
Visitors can be accommodated either in self-contained 
chalets or in long wings of double or single bedrooms 
equipped with wash-basins, but with other sanitary conve- 
niences grouped for economy in services. Proper car-parking 
facilities, not necessarily lock-up garages, should be given, 
together with facilities for repairs and obtaining petrol. 

The site need not be immediately on the foreshore, but 
should be in proximity to it. A suitable position would not 
prevent the use of the sea-front by others, and might offer 
better shelter in rough weather by screens of trees and 
other planting, particularly in respect of sand blown up 
from sand-dunes. 
desirable, as their life would be limited, and it might be 


Buildings of a temporary nature are not ° 
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A Holiday Centre near the Coast. 


difficult to deal with them when they became obsolescent. 
In general, control over design, siting and organisation 
should be in the hands of the local authority in order to 
secure proper attention to such items as sanitation, water 
supply, licensing, and the general conduct of the centre. 
This aspect of the scheme has been given in some detail, 
but it may be taken as an indication of the general attitude 
shown towards the very varied aspects that have been dealt 
with in this Merseyside report which are briefly reviewed 
in this and our previous article. One important recom- 
mendation is for the reservation of several coastal areas 
which are the habitat. of numerous comparatively rare 
birds, plants and other forms of life, to a much greater 
extent than might be imagined when in such close proximity 
to densely populated areas. These Nature reserves have the 
support of the scientific societies and educational authori- 
ties in the district. In some cases it is advised that access 
should be allowed only by special permits. H. V. L. 


A NATIONAL APPEAL FOR BOYS’ CLUBS 


Tue story, unfolded by the Prime Minister to a distinguished 
gathering in Grocers’ Hall on Friday last, of the 2,500 British 
Loca of war who, on a dull winter’s day in Brunswick in 

anuary last, decided to found so soon as they were free a club 
memorial to their captivity, has in it 
something of the-epic. Starved and miserable as they were, the 
project was agr: to enthusiastically by the whole camp, and 
there and then £13,000 was coll: to start a club in London 
and £700 a year promised in annual subscriptions. 

This remarkable effort and Mr. Attlee’s stirring call for help 
in leadership (which was supported by Lord Woolton, like Mr. 
Attlee, an old boys’ club leader) are to become the focus of a 
National appeal for £250,000 to found new clubs for boys 
between 14 and 18 years of age in all she! of the country and 
to train leaders to run them. It is hoped that the building 
industry will respond generously to this appeal, whose purpose 
is building, not only of structures but of character, using besides 
brick and stone the enormous potential of the. working lad of 
our country. Donations should be sent to the Chairman, Mr. 
Oliver Lyttelton, the National Appeal for Boys’ Clubs, Bruns- 
wick House, 103, Old Brompton Road, S.W.?7. 
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COMPETITION: CENTRE FOR DISABLED SCOTTISH EX-SERVICE MEN 


WINNING DESIGN: By 
STUART R. MATTHEW, 
A.R.1.B.A. 


THE AWARD IN THE OPEN COMPETITION 
(promoted by the Thistle Foundation 
and assessed by Mr. A, Graham Hen- 
derson, A.R.S.A., F.R.LB.A.) for 
designs for a centre for gravely disabled 
Scottish ex-Servicemen was given in 
our last issue. We now illustrate the 
winning design (No. 32), by Mr. Stuart 
R.: Matthew, A.R.I.B.A., 2, St. 
Andrew-square, Edinburgh. 


The centre, which it is expected will 
house 120 to 140 men, will be erected 
on a site offered by Edinburgh Corpora- 
tion, to the south of Niddrie-road, 
Craigmillar. The dwelling accommoda- 
tion will consist mainly of blocks of 
four-roomed houses, with a few three- 
and five-roomed houses. Other features 
of the scheme are a chapel, combined 
with reading-room, a gymnasium and 
workshop, swimming bath and other 
recreative facilities. There will also be 
an administrative building combined 
with clinic. 

In many of the 36 designs submitted 
the principal difficulty appears to have 
been the requirement that all the houses 
had to have covered connection to the 
clinic, etc. The manner in which the 
winner has met this difficulty and at 
the same-time has avoided any sugges- 
tion of an ‘‘ institutional ’’ character in 
his layout accounts for his success. He 
has managed to get a coherent scheme 
which fits the site, gives variety of 
plan shapes, has due regard to the con- 
tours of ground and reasonably direct 
connections. His drawings are inclined 
to be sketchy, and the detail planning 
of the houses and the clinic may require 
some adjustment. 
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THE GARDEN ELEVATION. Below: THE PLAN. 











B.C.C.F. BUNGALOW IN PRECAST CONCRETE UNITS 


A SYSTEM OF CONSTRUCTION FOR PER- 
manent single-storey houses has been 
devised by the British Cast Concrete 
Federation which, it is claimed, can 
contribute substantially to the housing 





— -.-35° 1° between 


il eee ake 


programme. 
eminently suitable for mass production, 
provides a framed outer structural shel] 
of precast reinforced concrete made up 
of columns and .beams with precast 
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wall finings _ 
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The system, which is 


concrete infilling panels which will sup- 
port a roof of any normal type. Wall 
linings and other finishings and fittings 
are independent of the structure and 
can be carried out in any suitable 
materials that may be available. The 
freedom afforded internally, together 
with the provision made for various 
column spacings and for forming return 


angles, gives the system flexibility and 


makes any desired planning arrange- 
ment possible. No special plant is 
required for the erection, which can be 


undertaken by any competent building 
contractor. Apart from housing, the 
system is also applicable to other types 
of single-storey building, such as nur- 
sery schools, , assembly halls, school 
canteens, etc. 

Foundations.—An in situ concrete 
strip foundation is laid below the peri- 
meter walls and is increased to form 
column bases. Holding-down bolts fitted 
in barrel sleeves allow for adjustment 
and are fositioned by jigs and cast in. 

Columns. — Columns, spaced’ at 
5 ft. 6 in. or 6 ft. centre to centre are 





PLAN REFERENCE. 

1, Ventilated cupboard. 2. Electric re 
frigerator with cupboards over. 3. Meals 
table. 4. Built-in seat with cupboards. 
5. Draining board. 6. Sink. 7. Preparation 
table. 8. ker. 


_ 9. Boilef. 10. Table with hatch. 11. Built 
in sideboard. 12. Shelving. 13. Plumbing 
unit. 14. Storage cupboard. 15. Towel rail. 
16. Wardrobe. 

17. Airing cupboard. 18. Clothes cupboard. 


19. Roof trap. 20. Pram space. 21. Washing 
machine and wringer. 
23. Loft ladd 


22. Meter cupboard. 
er. 
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bolted to the foundation concrete. Slots 
in the columns provide i xing 
for the walling units. Timber fillets 
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are cast in where required for fixing . 


interior finishings. Columns to form 
internal as well as external return 
angles are available. 

Cill_ Plate.-—Cill units laid between 
the columns form a base for the wall- 
ing, and are bedded on cement mortar 
on the foundation concrete. 

Walling Units.—Standard walling 
units have 1}-in. thick panels with 4 in. 
flanges all round. Units to receive 
standard metal windows are made for 
one, two or three light types. The 
horizontal edges of all units are 
weathered and bedded in mastic. The 
units have inclined slots in the flanges 
coinciding with vertical slots in the 
columns through which 3 in. non-fer- 
rous metal rods 10 in, long are passed 
and the fixing made by a special wedg- 
ing action. The fixing is simple, effec- 
tive and quickly made. The unite are 
bedded against the columns in mastic. 
Scrim, soaked in cement slurry, is in- 
serted into the external vertical joint 
between the walling units and the 
column and the joint finished with 
mortar pointing. Where doorways 
occur these can conveniently be framed 
into a panel unit of material other than 
concrete to occupy one whole bay. 

Eaves Plate.—Eaves plate units, 
designed to support the weight and 
thrust of the roof, connect and are 
bolted to the columns. Holes or plugs 
for fixing a timber wall plate are pro- 
vided. 

Roof.—The roof can be constructed 
of timber for a covering of tiles, or 
with trusses for asbestos cement or 
other types of-roofing sheets on pur- 
lins. Alternatively, a roof of concrete 
construction which has been specially 
designed for the system can be used. 

Wall Linings and Partitions.—The 
internal wall linings and partitions can 


A VIEW OF THE 


be of clinker or other lightweight. con- 
crete, hollow tile blocks, wood wool 
slabs or other similar materials. Alter- 
natively, they may be of the prefabri- 
cated panel type: 

The heat transmittance coefficients 
for the walling with various types of 
inner linings compare as follows :— 


Values of “’U” as recommended 
by the Burt Committee. 
Values of “U” for llin. brick 
wall with an unventilated cavity 
Values of “U” for lin. Port- 
land cement concrete panel with 
a lining of 3in. clinker slabs 
plastered (one air space) 
Values of “U” for lin. Port- 
land cement concrete panels 
with a lining of fibreboard and 


= 0.200 
=0.59 


= 0.28 
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plaster-board pressed on to 
either side of a timber frame- 
work (thus giving two air 
spaces) 

Values of ““U” for 1zin. Port- 
land cement concrete panel 
with a lining of 2in. wood wool 
slabs plastered 
Production.—The precast concrete 

units for the system are made under 
factory conditions and manufacture can 
be carried on throughout the year. 
Demands which cannot be met by the 
output of works in any one locality can 
be fulfilled from other districts. 

DemonsTRaTION Buncatow: The 

system of construction was submitted 
to the Burt Committee of the Ministry 


= 0,207 
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terned washable wall covering to dado 
height and cement paint above. 
Plastic washable splashback panels 
are fitted in bathroom and kitchen. 
Fittings.—The_ kitchen is _ fully 
sehoneh. and special] built-in furniture 
to other rooms includes wardrobes and 
cupboards to bedrooms, sideboard and 
bookcase, and built-in coal box in liv- 
ing room. There is a specially designed 
plumbing unit. A built-in ladder gives 
access to the roof space. Coal bunkers 
and a utility shed of precast concrete 
units are provided outside. The 
eneral contractors were Messrs. 
Jilson Lovatt and Sons, Ltd., of Wol- 
verhampton. 


THE LAST PRECAST UNIT GOING ‘INTO POSITION, 


of Works who gave permission to build which was carried forward without 
experimental “a athe g The first of fear of interruption by the weather. 
these (sponsored: by Messrs. Norcon, The wall linings aré of 3in. clinker 
Ltd.) is now completed at Penn, Wol- blocks: plastered leaving an air space 
verhampton, to designs prepared by between them and the concrete walling 
Duncan Thomson, A.I.A.A., and units. Together they form’ a 9} in. 
demonstrated the method of construc- thick external wall with a slightly 
tion and its flexibility. It has a super- higher thermal insulation value than an 
ficial aréa of 948 ft. inside the-wall lin- 11in, unventilated cavity brick wall. 
ings, but could have been planned to The partitions are 3 in. and 4 in. thick 
meet the present maximum of 930 clinker blocks plastered. Ceilings are 
superficial feet for single storey houses. plaster-board skim coated. 
A light mobile hoist was used ‘in the In situ concrete 4-in. thick over site 
erection of the precast concrete units was covered with a 1} in. waterproofed 
which was completed by 10:men in 14 screed to receive the floor finishing. 
days, representing 149 site man-hours. Finishings.—The walls of the bunga- 
On normal sites where a number of low are treated externally with two 
bungalows are being erected it is esti- coats of ‘‘ Snowcem.’’ Oak blocks are 
mated that this might be reduced to used to all floors except in the bath- 
100 ‘site man-hours with 25 per cent. room, w.c., and part of the kitchen, 
skilled labour. where quarry tiles are used. The walls 
The roof is of normal timber con- internally are decorated with ‘ Elli- 
struction with roofing felt and concrete cem’”’ cement paint or wallpaper. The 4 
pantiles on timber battens. The com- kitchen, bathroom and w.c. have a ; : 
pleted structural shell and roof gave special washable. wall covering. The THE HOT AND COLD WATER SUPPLY TANKS 
protection for the remaining work, nursery wails are covered with a pat- ARE DELIVERED AS A READY-MADE UNIT. 





A LIGHT MOBILE HOIST IS USED FOR PLACING THE COLUMNS. DETAIL OF EXTERNAL WALLING SHOWING THE PRECAST UNITS 
THESE ARE PLUMBED AND THE HOLDING-DOWN BOLTS TIGHTENED. OF THE INNER LINING AND THE CAVITY BETWEEN. 
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THE PREPARATION OF SITES 
FOR HOUSING SCHEMES 


By RAGLAN SQUIRE, F.R.I.B.A. 
5.—FounpaTIons, 

Ir has become a common practice 
during the last 50 years or so to regard 
6 in. to 9 in. of in sitw concrete, approzi- 
mately 2 ft. wide, as the one incontro- 
vertible form of foundation for the small 
house. Before this time, it had alwa 
been considered quite sufficient to build 
the brickwork straight off the earth with 
or without footings, according to the 
whims of the individual builder, and 
many of these houses still stand today. 

To go back a little further, the Tudor, 
timber-framed buildings were often sup- 
ported on large oak posts simply bedded 
into the ground, with the superstructure 
so framed as to be carried’on these posts, 
the brick infilling being carried by the 
frame. It is, therefore, apparent that mass 
concrete is not the one and only form of 
foundation possible for a house, and it is 
high time that this assumption that it is 
was seriously questioned particularly in 
relation to some of the modern forms of 
light prefabricated structures which are 
now being put forward for the construc- 
tion of permanent houses. 

So long as walls were always built of 
brick, and cheap, anskilled labour could 
be used for excavating the trenches and 
filling them with concrete, there is little 
doubt that. this form of foundation was 
the most efficient and the most economic 
available, but neither of these conditions 
are going to apply in the post-war years. 

Two diagrams have been prepared, each 
clearly demonstrating the amount of ex- 
cavation and concrete required. for point 
load foundations, Fig. II, and for con- 
tinuous bearing foundations, Fig. I. It 
will be seen in Fig. II that from a loading 
point. of view the. only contact with the 
earth is at four points at the corners of 
the building. The whole of the super- 
structure is assumed to be framed so that 
the building may be carried at these four 

oints. All that would be required then 
is the driving of some simple form of pile 
at four points to carry the whole house. 

Fig. I; which shows the traditional 
form of foundation for continuous load- 
bearing brick walls. demonstrates the 
very: great extent of the structure’s con- 
tact with the ground, and consequently 
the very great amount of excavation and 
concrete fillin which would have to be 
employed. It is obvious from these 
figures that from a foundation point of 
‘view alone, the point load principle 
applied in Fig. II must be far cheaper 
in the long run. Of course, the question 
of the possibility of extra cost in so 
erecting the superstructure in order to 
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Fig! 


FOUNDATION PLAN OF TRADITIONAL 
BRICK BUILT HOUSE 


FOUNDATION AREA « 145 sq.ft. 
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bring it down on to these four points will 
have to be balanced against the saving 
in cost of the foundation work itself, but 
in the light forms of steel prefabricated 
structure this framing would add com- 
paratively little extra cost, 
It would obviously be possible to sup- 
port even a traditionally built brick house 
on a number of point loads by providing 
reinforced concrete or Steel beams at the 
base of the brick walls which would, in 
turn, be carried on piles, but these beams 
would probably have to be of such a size 
as to discount thé saving‘on the tradi- 
tional form of. foundation. There are, 
however, new forms of continuous con- 
crete foundation which have recently been 
proposed and which may, in certain cir- 
cumstances, be justified. There is a 
system whereby precast reinforced con- 
crete blocks, especially notched at the 
joints so as to form a continuous pre- 
jointed block, are laid in the normal] 2 ft} 
trench. These precast blocks may show 
in certain instances, a saving over in situ 
concrete work, . There are also other 
forms of patented continuous ‘beam 
foundation, but it is probable that little 
saving can be made in this direction over 
the traditional 6 in. to 9 in. of in situ 
concrete, and it is in the direction of 
point’ load foundations that the greatest 
possibilities suggest. themselves. ‘ 


Methods of Carrying Loads. 

If the above be true, it is worth con- 
sidering a little further the various possible 
methods of catering for these loads when 
they have been brought down to, say, four 
or six concentrated points. In the case of 
the light prefabricated building, the loads 
may not be excessive and should be fairly 
easy to deal with, although in some forms 
of heavier construction, they may present 


a small problem. In either case, however, 
it is probable that some sort of pile will 
be required—unless the soil itself is solid 


rock—and there is great scope for develop- 
ment. 

What is required is a method of piling 
which can be carried out quickly and effi- 
ciently by a small gang of specially trained 
men working round a 
days in : 
Such piles might be either in situ or pre- 


‘cast, or they might be formed by the use 


of explosives to blow a small vertical hole 
in the earth such as is formed by the sap- 
pers with their ‘‘ camouflet ’’ equipment, 
this hole being afterwards filled with con- 
crete. Or, again, they might be formed by 
an earth-auger mounted on a lorry similar 
to the ‘‘ Buda Drill,’’ which the erican 
Army have used on such a large. scale 
for forming holes for telegraph poles all 
over Europe. But whatever method is 
finally adopted, it is certain that the carry- 
ing of these point loads could be made 
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Fig2 
FOUNDATION PLAN OF PREFABRICATED 
FRAMED CONSTRUCTION 


FOUNDATION AREA® 3.5 5q.tt. 
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far more simple job than is generall 
realised. eadots . 

The question of oversite concrete which, 
again, become commonly accepted as 
inevitable, also requires consideration. If 
the loads in a house are to be taken to a 
few points, as suggested above, is it really 
necessary to go to the expense of forming 
what is, in fact, a concrete raft all over 
the site of a house? Obviously, something 
must be done when one is building a house 
on virgin ground, otherwise next year’s 
grass and weeds will come poking up 
through the floorboards, much to the dis- 
turbance of the occupants. There are, 
however, many ways of ‘“‘killing”’ the soil 
that could be far less expensive than 6 in. 
of concrete. The top soil should probably 
be removed, and after that the soil might 
be baked with some machine similar 
to that used by the asphalt road repair 
gangs, and then a thin layer of bitumen 
emulsion could be spread over the site. 
It might be sufficient merely to remove 
the top soil and then spread the sur- 
face with a very strong solution of weed 
killer, which would ensure that nothi 
could grow for five years or so, after whic 
time the earth would in any case become 
dead if proper ventilation were allowed 
under the floors and the site itself were 
not waterlogged. 

To go back in history again, there are 
very many houses still standing in the 
country where the wooden floors ‘were 
merely laid over the natural earth. Some 
of them have stood for hundreds of years 
and do not seem much the worse for it. 


(Z'o be concluded.) 


OBITUARY 


F. G. Faunch, F.R.1.B.A. 

The death is reported of Mr. F. G. 
Faunch, F.R.I.B.A., of Ilford, at,the age 
of 82. He designed the Woodford Avenue 
Congregational Church, the Cleveland 
Road Baptist Church, and the Chadwell 
Heath Baptist Church, among others, he 
also ——— a large part of the Gearies 
and Woodford Avenue estates. . 


A. G. White. 

Mr. A. G. White, former secretary of 
the National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers and first secretary of the 
National Joint Council for the. Building 
Industry, died suddenly on Tuesday even- 
ing, November 27. “He had‘ just passed 
his 90th birthday. Mr. hite had 
attended an all-day meeting of the General 
Purposes Committee of the National Joint 
Council that day, and-his death came as a 
great shock to his many friends and col- 
leagues, both employers and operatives, 
in the building industry. 

Warm tributes to him were paid by Mr. 
G. W. Buchanan, President of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
at a meeting of the Council of the Federa- 
tion in London the following day, and by 
Col. R. J. Cox, chairman of the General 
Purposes Committee of the National. Joint 
Council. 

Mr. White’s life’s work was the building 
up of the National Joint Council for the 
Building Industry, and he enjoyed the 
confidence of both sides to a very marked 
degree. Though a former secretary of the 
employers’ federation, his views were 
always regarded with great respect by the 
official representatives of the operatives, 
and it was largely due to his work that the 
National Joint Council occupies the im- 
portant position it does to-day in the build- 
ing industry, which, thanks to its work, 
has been entirely free from any major 
industrial dispute over the past quarter of 
a century. 

\ 
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-INCREASING BUILDING’ OUTPUT 
CAN A BONUS ON OUTPUT BE. INTRODUCED ? 


A further selection of letters on this subject (first put forward in an article by a 
Correspondent in our issue for November 16) is now given. It is our intention to invite 


our Correspondent to reply to the points raised.—! 


From Mr. Luke Fawcett. 
To tHE Eprror or 7'he Builder. 

Smr,—The article and subsequent corre- 
spondence on “ Increasing Building Out- 
put ’’ which have appeared in The Builder 
have been interesting, though somewhat 
one-sided. It leaves the impression of a 
number of ,gentlemen considering the 
building worker from the angle of how 
much can be squeezed out of him in terms 
of man-hours and what can be put into 
those man-hours. Very much like a group 
of doctors with the victim of their pro- 
posed experiments on the dissecting-table, 
discussing his heart-beats, muscles, nerves, 
and the rest oi his physical and mental 
being, obsessed with the idea of getting 
the utmost from him in the shortest 
possible time. : 

In this discussion, as previously, to 
quote your original contributor, “ practi- 
cally all the letters have come from the 
employing side of the industry.’’ This, 
‘though labour is vitally _concerned in 
ensuring that output is satisfactory.” I 
am well aware that labour is ‘‘ vitally 
concerned.”” -I know—every building 


worker knows—that, in the final resort, 


the only answer to the question of 
increased ontput depends on the building 
craftsmen and labourers. Sr 

What, in essence, does the proposition 
of the writer of the article boil down to? 
A system of payment by results, probably 
more “scientifically” evolved and elabo- 
‘rated than any yet tried. Nothing more, 
nothing less. 

One would have thought that by now 
sufficient experimentation had taken place, 
and sufficient experience had been gained, 
from systems of piecework, bonus pay- 
ments, etc., in the building industry, to 
judge of their results. During the war, 
contrary to the desire of the Trade Unions 
and the workers, payment by results has 
been given wide and varied practice. I 
am sure there is not a discerning em- 
ployer who to-day does not wish us back 
to the production of, say, 1938. Has pay- 
ment by results increased output? There 
are many who assert that it has increased 
costs. E : 
Tables—similar to ‘‘ Operation X ’’— 
can be prepared; mathematics can be 
indulged in to the point of exhaustion; 
charts can be elaborated to the highest 
degree, but always practical life confronts 
you with the building worker. He is not 
a machine. He is not an automaton. He 
is not a mathematical proposition—a prob- 
lem to be solved by tables and charts. He 
is not something, moreover which can be 
tuned in by a switch, then to carry on 
with the unending monotony of a -con- 
veyor belt. Strange as it may seem to 
some persons, he is a human being; intel- 
ligent, capable, conscious of his ability 
and skill. He has the sensibilities, needs 
and desires of our frail, fallible humanity. 
And he can be as willing or stubborn, 
energetic or lazy, careful or neglectful, 
interested or indifferent, as any other 
folk. 

It is this fact which sets at naught all 
the schemes of so-called profit-sharing or 
payment by results. One would think 
that he had not learnt the ancient rhyme, 
“‘The young lady of Riga, who rode on 
the back of a tiger’’ with such dire con- 
sequences. One would think that he had 
given no thought to his experience of 


Eprror. 


piecework, of pace-setting, of scamping 
under the eyes of boss or foreman and 
under the pressure of necessity. One 
would think the deliberate elective policy 
pursued by the employers during the 
inter-war years when unemployment 
menaced on every hand—the policy of 
choosing for engagement the youngest, 
strongest, most capable, and casting the 
rest aside—had left no ineffaceable im- 
pression. 

Increased production can be no more 
had to-day at the expense of the build- 
ing operatives—the producers—than at 
any time, no matter what contrivances are 
adopted. The sure way to muddle com- 
plex building operations, to create resent- 
ments and frictions on the jobs, to de- 
crease output and to degrade craftsman- 
ship is to introduce “‘ bell horses,’’ under 
whatever disguise, into the building 
industry. The policy of holding a carrot 
out before the nose of a donkey may suit 
that parpose, but asses are not men. , Such 
a policy is too infantile and low in con- 
ception and would be disastrous in results 
if applied to. building workers, especially 
in present circumstances. 

I agree with Mr. A. C. Bossom when he 
says that ‘‘the entire approach towards 
the building industry in this country will 
have to be altered.’’ Increased building 
production is necessary, urgent, vital. 
That increased production can be obtained 
on the one hand by improved management 
and. organisation, making the most of 
machinery and technique; and, on the 
other, by the discovery of fresh incentives 
in accord with.the changed conditions— 
the conditions implicit in the full employ- 
ment of those whose indastrial lives are 
committed to building—and their higher 
level of understanding and prevalent out- 
look. These things ensure the production. 
_ My own view is that such fresh incen- 
tives must be found, generated and de- 
veloped from among the building workers 
themselves. The urge to take the profit 
motive out of housing, for example, ex- 
presses a desire on their part to make sure 
they are working for the interests of the 
people and not to enhance the private 
profits of individuals. Given reasonable 
living and working standards as a basis, I 
‘am confident they will respond to the -call 
for increased production on behalf of the 
nation. The road ahead lies along the way 
of Works Organisation and Production 
Committees and the greatest fraternity 
and team-spirit on the building sites. 

Luke Fawcert, 
General Secretary, Amalgamated 
Union of Building Trade Workers. 


From Mr. R. B. Burden. 
To rus Epiron or The Builder. 

Srr,—There is no doubt, of course, that 
bonuses can be introduced either in the 
form suggested by your special corre- 
spondent or by means similar to that intro- 
duced by the Ministry of Works, or by 
other methods. Personally, I am opposed 
to the whole idea. If employees in the 
building trade require something more 
than normal trade union rates of wages 
and the working conditions as agreed by 
the employers’ and employees’ representa- 
tives, then surely the easiest way is for 
them all to participate in a percentage of 
their employers’ profits; but may I ask 
whether these employees will also be pre- 
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pared to refund rays when their em- 
ployer makes a loss? ith the advent of 
the Socialist age, it appears to be a crime 
for any employer to make a profit, and no 
one seems to worry at all with regard: to 
the employer in the building trade or any 
pther industry who makes a loss. 

The whole position which has arisen in 
connection with the building industry on 
the question of bonus seems to be directly 
adverse to what the trade unions have 
worked for for many years, for the bonus 
system is, surely, nothing but piecework 
rates: How can the. employees in the 
building trade, therefore, ask for and take 
any form of payment on a piecework basis 
and still remain members of a trade union 
which has been opposed to these principles 
from its inception? Surely, the principles 
must first be established and, having 
sought and found what these are to be, 
then methods can be arranged to meet 
such principles. At the moment, however, 
the tradg unions are the official representa- 
tives of the employees and, as I under- 
stand it, one of their main principles is 
against any form of piecework, and there- 
fore the bonus scheme should not be 
tolerated by them. 

R. B. Burpen. 


Hounslow, Middlesex. 


From Mr. Wm. C. Walker. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Sm,—I was much interested in your 
special correspondent’s article on the 
above in your issue of November 16, inas- 
much as it bears striking resemblance in 
many respects to a scheme advocated by 
me in a brochure published in May, 1942, 
and circulated in various’ quarters—copy 
of which 1s enclosed for your information. , 
Further free copies are available. 

Unfortunately, at that time, little en- 
couragement was forthcoming, “‘ piece- 
meal”’ bonusing having just previously 
been introduced. Much has happened since 
1942, and the time would now appear to 
be opportune for further consideration to 
be given to the matter. Within the frame- 
work of a policy of this nature appears to 


‘be at any rate a partial solution to one of 
“our major domestic problems. 


Two minor criticisms may be mentioned 
—one being that no provision is made in 
your correspondent’s scheme for stimulat- 
ing immediate interest, results being un- 
ascertainable until completion and final 
settlement of a contract. It may not be 
found impossible for procedure to be intro- 
duced to overcome this defect. 

The other criticism is that, since opera- 
tives are mobile as between different em- 
ployers, seme Central and/or Regional 
Clearing-house machinery would appear to 
be called for, coupled with a card system 
analogous to the Holidays-with-Pay 
scheme now operating. Although your 
correspondent omits reference to this, 
doubtless he will appreciate the point. 

Clearly, the introduction of any such 
system would entail the prior close collabo- 
ration of. representatives of all interests, 
otherwise another immature measure might 
again be forthcoming not more palatable 
than the bonus-on-output method adopted 
in war time. - With the joint machinery 
available, it is suggested such collaboration 
could without difficulty be arranged and a 
scheme evolved acceptable to all interests 
and beneficial to the a erg 


um. C. WALKER. 
.46, Hill Top-road. 
Oxford. 
From Mr. W. J. Lacey. 
‘To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 
Sm,—Your article’ on- ‘“‘ Increasing 
Building Output’’ must have captured 
the imagination of all practical builders 
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who to-day are groping for some sensible 
way of encouraging the operatives in our 
industry to work harder. The writer of 
this article is to be congratulated upon 
his scheme and upon the clarity with 
which he has expounded it. 

Purely upon the basis that we accept, 
as I think we must, the principle that 
some form of bonusing is necessary to 
overcome output troubles, and so long as 
we are willing to sacrifice craftsmanship 
to some degree, then the scheme evolved 
is, 1 think, the answer. Undoubtedly the 
writer has, in my opinion, got something 
ere which is far and away ahead of any 
system so far evolved, inasmuch as it pro- 
vides for dealing with every item in bills 
of quantities for computing a bonus on the 
contract as a whole. 

The essential fairness of passing on 
some of the saving to the building owner 
reflects itself as one dwells upon this 
scheme, and the fact should make a special 
appeal in relation to housing, for the 
public at large would benefit by sharing 


in savings made by better organisation and . 


better output. 

The contractor, too, has been included, 
ind rightly so, for it would seem that not 
o do so would be to overlook any merit in 
good management or in the introduction of 
machinery for various parts of the work. 
Such machinery would give the man-hour 
component a very decided bias in favour 
of the operative and by so doing would 
encourage whole-hearted co-operation in 
its use to its full economic possibility. 
Also, I do not share the view quite so 


light-heartedly as the author that the only 
extra. work involved on the part of the 
contnactor is that of distributing the por- 
tions of the savings. 

It is true that a great deal of the work 
will be done by the quantity surveyors, 
and the scheme should appeal to them in 


that their usefulness in the industry be- 
comes greater, for if they accept the task 
they will be indispensable. 

The responsibility of a panel to compile 
a complete schedule of man-hour compo- 
nents is indeed very great, but one must 
realise that these components will be for 
the purpose of showing a saving to be 
shared and any inaccuracies will be 
divided rather than multiplied, as was 
the case with the schedule for Payment- 
by-Results scheme. It is hoped, however, 
that figures more representative of a 
reasonable day’s work will be agreed. 

Without in any way wishing to be de- 
structive, we must not lose sight of the 
fact that not every type of work is 
measurable, and there is a force of main- 
tenance and repair workers who might feel 
very dissatisfied that they must inevitably 
he left out, but as these maintenance 
workers are in a definite category, could 
not another scheme be worked out for 
their benefit once ‘‘ Operation X”’ has 
heen applied to the majority? 

There are one or two other points about 
which I feel certain misgivings. There is 
bound to be a very considerable time-lag 
before the operative could receive his 
share of the bonus, for very few builders 
are able to ascertain with any degree of 
certainty how a job stands before it is 
squared up. This settling of accounts, 
unfortunately, often takes far too long and 
a year can pass before anything is final- 
ised. It is difficult to calculate just what 
would be the reaction of the operatives in 
these circumstances, especially those who 
are not wanted by the same firm on 
another job and therefore lose touch. A 
certain degree of trust would need to be 
engendered for such men to feel happy to 
leave their, share outstanding for very 
long. 
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Then one might pose the question of the 
cases of leading men in every firm who are 
paid for their skill and hard work; must 
they drop to the basic rate? Are the non- 
productive site and office staff also to be 
included among the operatives, and what 
of the clerk of works, who may be forced 
by these new methods to work overtime ? 
There must, of course, be queries of this 

nature, and no scheme, however good, 
would be possible until such time as the 
interested parties get around the table 
rather than talk across it. 


W. J. Lacey. 


Hounslow. 


From Mr. A. Venture. 
To THE Epiror or 7'he Builder. 

Sir,—With reference to the article in 
your issue of November 16, I think the 
scheme might be improved by treating the 
results of each trade separately, instead 
of awarding the bonus on the basis of the 
overall result of the contract. It seems 
to me that to secure maximum output it 
is necessary to relate the reward as closely 
as possible to the effort, and if the various 
trades are to be combined in arriving at 
the bonus there may be cases where some 
trades would have earned bonus if taken 
on their own, but will have suffered a 
reduction, or even the extinction, of the 
bonus as a result of «the aggregation of 
their work with that of other trades. The 
same difficulty may arise in all group 
bonusing, but if Operation X were to be 
put into force as it stands this defect 
would appear twice : once as between men 
of varying efficiency within a trade, and 
again as between trades of varying effi- 
ciency. Where this position arises, the 
incentive of the more efficient trades is 
reduced ; and since the object of the scheme 
is to increase the incentive, I think any 
measure which would reduce the danger 
of this arising should be adopted. The 
separation by trades would also permit 
bonuses to be determined and paid nearer 
the completion of the work of each trade, 
instead of the calculation having to be 
deferred until the contract is completed, 
which may be a considerable time after 
certain trades have left the job. This 
would be a further means of establishing 
a closer relationship between the effort 
and the reward. 

Against the advantages mentioned above, 
one has, of course, to balance the disad- 
vantages, which would be: (a) The 
slightly greater clerical work in calculating 
bonuses; (b) the possibility of having to 
pay bonuses to one or more trades on a 
job which, taken as a whole, has cost 
more labour-hours than the targe{; (c) the 
danger of lessened co-operation between 
trades as a result of the operatives look- 
ing only to their sectional results, ang 
not heeding the interests of the job as 
a whole. 

An important question would have to 
be considered in preparing the man-hour 
components. Since it is generally agreed 
that output is at a very low level at 
present, and since the object of the scheme 
is to restore output to at least the pre-war 
standard, the authority responsible for 
the determination of the man-hour figures 
will have to decide at what level the com- 
ponents are to be calculated. It is a 
matter of common observation that the 
rates fixed for the purposes of the Pay- 
ment by Results Scheme were mostly far 
too low, and if the rates for the scheme 
now proposed are fixed at no higber level 
the scheme may not achieve what is ex- 
pected of it for there may be insufficient 
incentive to strive for a really good out- 
put. On the other hand, the scheme 
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could be made equally ineffective by the 
choice of too high an initial level, which 
might render too distant the workers’ 
prospect of earning any bonus at all. In 
view of these considerations, it might 
seem advisable to provide for the rates 
of basic output to be adjusted from time 
to time, in step with improvements in 
productivity ; but such a procedure would 
be apt to create dissatisfaction amongst 
the operatives, who would be very likely 
to regard it, not entirely without justifica- 
tion, as a form of wage-cutting. 

Attention should also be drawn to the 
possible effects of the introduction of the 
independent quantity surveyor as a party 
to the determination of bonus rates, which 
has hitherto been a matter solely betweea 
employers and operatives, so far as it has 
involved departure from the standard 
rates. A schedule of man-hour com- 
ponents cannot be applicable without 
deviations to jobs of all sizes and types in 
all parts of the country and under all 
kinds of working conditions, and there 
must consequently be provision for the 
exercise of the discretion of the quantity 
surveyor in fixing the rates for the indi- 
vidual job. It would, however, be im 
possible for the quantity surveyor to con 
sult with the employers and operatives 
concerned as to site conditions and other 
factors, with a view to agreeing the varia- 
tions of the basic rates, since at the time 
the bills of quantities were being prepared 
even the responsible contractor's name 
would be unknown to him. One may 
foresee the possibility of considerable dis- 
satisfaction arising amongst the operatives 
in the event of a quantity surveyor placing 
unduly high man-power components in his 
bills; for whilst the contractor would be 
able to adjust his own prices as he wished, 
the operatives would have no means ol 
adjusting the man-hour rates on which 
their bonus would depend, 

On the proposed distribution of the 
saving effected in three equal parts be 
tween the operatives, the employer and 
the building owner, I think a case can be 
made out for giving a larger share to 
the operatives, as the increase in output 
is expected to occur mainly as a result of 
the operatives’ greater exertions, and the 
employer would profit financially by a 
reduction in man-hours, even if he did not 
receive a formal share in the savings. 
Under the Payment by Results Scheme it 
was intended that two-thirds of the saving 
should’ be paid to the operatives, but it 
is true that rises in wages rates since the 
introduction of that scheme have some- 
what reduced this fraction. I would sug- 
gest that the distribution under Opera 
tion X be: Two-thirds to the operatives, 
one-sixth to the employer and one-sixth 
to the building owner, but if it is thought 
that this would not sufficiently reduce 
costs to the building owner, a basis of 
one-half, one-quarter and one-quarter 
might be substituted. 

In general, I have no doubt that Opera- 
tion X represents a very great advance 
on the Payment by Results Scheme so far 
as concerns the reduction of the amount 
of work involved in measuring output and 
calculating and paying bonus, and the 
application of the bonusing principle to all 
trade operations. The foregoing points, 
which have mostly not arisen under the 
Payment by Results Scheme, are raised, 
not in a spirit of opposition to the present 
proposal, but in response to your request 
for criticisms and suggestions, and in an 
endeavour to assist in the formulation of 
the best possible scheme. 

Arec VENTURE. 
Mitcham, Surrey. 
{More letters will be given next week.—Ep.] 
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L.C.C. HOUSING 


DEPARTMENT 
VALUER OR ARCHITECT IN 
CONTROL ? 

Tue letter addressed by the President 
R.I.B.A. to The Times (reprinted in our 
last issue) drew further attention to a pro- 
posal on the part of the London County 
Council to place the responsibility for 
housing on the Valuer, first pointed out by 
Mr. Colin Penn, Organising Secretary, 
A.B.T., in a statement to that Associa- 
tion’s Housing Conference on Saturday, 
November 3 (7'he Builder, November 16). 

In his letter, Mr. Percy Thomas made 
three chief points: (a) that the prepara- 
tion of standard plans for L.C.C, housing 
would be eadeelibven by the L.C.C. archi- 
tects and then handed over to the Valuer, 
who ‘‘ would presumably fit the standard 
plans on to them as well as_ he can,” 
which, said Mr. Thomas, ‘‘is the very 
negation of good planning’’; (b) that the 
proposed step was against the constantly 
reiterated official advice to housing 
authorities to entrust their housing work 
to architects; and (c) that the R.1.B.A.’s 
request to the County Council to receive 
a joint R.I.B.A. and A.B.T, deputation 
had been refused. 


The L.C.C. Reply. 


In The Times of December 1, Lord 
{.atham accuses Mr. Thomas of being “‘ in- 
accurate and indeed tendentious. He 


adds: ‘‘ Mr. Thomas also says it is pro- 
posed to transfer the major responsibility 
for housing from the Architect’s Depart- 
ment to that of the Valuer. This again is 
misleading because, as the Royal Institute 
have already been informed, the major 
responsibility for housing has always 
rested with the Valuer. . . . What is pro- 
posed is to concentrate, for an expert- 
mental period of three years, for the sake 
of greater speed of production, in one 
department (the Valuer’s, to be renamed 
the Housing and Valuation Department) 
work which is at present divided between 
three departments, the Engineer’s, the 
Architect’s, and the Valuer’s. This will 
involve the secondment of the qualified 
architectural and engineering staff, who 
are at present engaged on the same work 
in their separate departments, to the 
Housing and Valuation Department, at 
the head of which will be the Director of 
Housing and Valuer. Under him there 
will be a housing architect in charge of 
the architectural work whose duty it will 
be, among other things, to prepare the 
layout and arrange for the grouping of 
dwellings, the typical plans of which will 
have been prepared, as at present, by the 
Architect to the Council. ... 

‘“The material facts have been within 
the knowledge of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects for some weeks, and I 
can only suppose that Mr. Thomas has 
been badly briefed. The question has 
hitherto been in the committee stage and 
the reason why the Council’s Civil Defence 
and General Purposes Committee declined 
to receive a deputation from the Royal In- 
stitute was not due to any lack of courtesy, 
but was well expressed in the Clerk of the 
Council’s letter of November 6, in which 
it was stated that the committee were not 
disposed to accede to an application which 
could not have been made at that time if 
there had not been an unauthorised dis- 
closure of confidential information.’’ 


Mr. Thomas’s Resp 

Reptyinc to Lord Latham on Decem- 
ber 3, Mr. Thomas remarks: ‘‘ Lord 
Latham states that the major responsi- 
bility for housing has always rested with 
the Valuer. Does Lord Latham deny that 





in the past the Architect and his depart- 


.takes would not have been made. 
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ment have been responsible not only for 
the preparation of the house plans but for 
the layout and the grouping of the hous- 
ing estates? Is it not correct to state that 
the proposal at present before the Council 
would place this work of siting the houses 
on the estates in the hands of the Valuer? 
This is the major point of which we com- 
plain. . . . We recognise the need to con- 
centrate the housing work in one depart- 
ment, but we feel that this should be the 
Architect’s Department. 

“Tt is not, Taaiecs, unfair to state that 
in the past sites for housing have been 
selected by the Valuer’s Department with- 
eut prior consultation with the Architect 
and that these sites have in some cases 
proved unsuitable. If the Architect, who 
is also the town planning expert of the 
Council, had been consulted, these mis- 
Have 
we any guarantee. that, if the whole 
responsibility is put into the Valuer’s 
hands, mistakes of this nature will not be 
made in the future? 

‘“‘Lord Latham states that the reason 
why a deputation was refused was not due 
to any lack of courtesy, but to the fact 
that the Council’s Civil Defence and 
General Purposes Committee were not dis- 
posed to accede to an application which 
could not have been made if there had 
not been an unauthorised disclosure of con- 
fidential information. Does Lord Latham 
suggest that the Institute, having been in. 
formed of the proposals under contempla- 
tion, should sit back and take no notice 
until the matter was on the agenda paper 
for the Council meeting, when, as he well 
knows, it would have been too late for the 
Institute to take effective action? 

‘This is no mere ‘unreal question of 
professional prestige,’ as Lord Latham 
tries to suggest. It is precisely because we 
at the Royal Institute know that the pro- 
posed organisation will be less efficient 
than the existing one, that I am making 
this protest.”’ 

Lord Latham’s Rejoinder. 

Lorp Lara, replying to Mr. Thomas, 
on December 4, suggests that the latter's 
letter confirms the statement that ‘‘ the 
objection of his Institute to the London 
County Council’s plan for concentrating 
its housing work in one department in the 
interests of speed is that architects would 
be required to work in a department the 
head of which is not himself the architect 
to the Council.’? Lord Latham adds : ‘‘He 
agrees with concentration provided that 
it is concentration under the architect. In 
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other words, he is quite happy that engi- 
neers and surveyors should do what he 
will not tolerate for architects—namely, 
work in a department headed by a member 
of another profession.”’ 

In conclusion, Lord Latham states that 
at their meeting on Monday, the Civil 
Defence and General Purposes Committee 
of the Council decided, now that the 
matter had been made public, to afford 
the Royal Institute of British Architects 
an opportunity of sending a deputation 
to the committee hefore the Council was 
asked to reach a decision on the proposals. 


Other Views. 

Also on December 4 Sir Patrick Aber 
crombie and Mr. E. B. Gillett (President, 
Chartered Surveyors’ Institution) entered 
the lists. Sir Patrick is ‘‘ dismayed by 
the proposal to take the work of rebuild 
ing London’s damaged communities and 
creating new ones, from the Architect's 
hands and give it to the Valuer. . : 
Lord Latham’s thin veneer of Housing 
Director will not deceive anyone who 
knows the tough rough core of the 
Valuer’s department. . The country 
has looked to the London County Council 
which produced the first reconstruction 
plan, to lead the way in its realisation, 
after having endorsed its main principles. 
Here is the first threat of defeat. This is 
no mere question of professional prestige 
but of a fundamental attitude to social 
reform.”’ 

Mr. Gillett feels that ‘‘ Lord Latham’s 
reply to the President of the R.I.B.A. 
leaves little to be said on this matter. 
The only point that may be made, perhaps, 
is that the Valuer’s official designation 
does scant justice to his wide responsi 
bilities. It is sometimes forgotten 
that the design and building of houses, of 
first importance though they are, are only 
one phase of housing. A housing pro 
gramme needs the expert services of 
valuers, land surveyors, engineers, archi 
tects, quantity surveyors, and estate 
managers. If it be accepted that unified 
control is essential for the speed and effi 
ciency of the programme, then the Valuer, 
with his complete perspective of London's 
housing requirements, is, I suggest, the 
best captain of that team.’’ 

*," This matter is the subject of an 
Editorial this week.—Ep. 


THE ARCHITECTS’ 


BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 
CHRISTMAS APPEAL 


Tue following appeal has been issued on 
behalf of the Society :— 

Dear Sir or Madam,—This year we are 
able to celebrate Christmas with thanks- 
giving for the end of fighting, and with 
a prospect of peace and progress. But 
the work of the Architects’ Benevolent 
Society for the alleviation of hardship and 
distress among the aged, the sick and 
orphans, is still needed and increasingly 
urgent. 

Shortage of funds now often prevents us 
from giving to distressing cases help that 
will really be adequate. Once again, 
therefore, I appeal to every member of the 
architectural profession, especially to the 
13,000 who do not yet subscribe, to send 
a special Christmas gift towards our work. 
Most can afford at least half-a-crown— 
the cost of one packet of cigarettes. Will 
you please send what you can spare, and 
give us the means to help others in 
desperate need? 

Yours very truly, 
Percy Tuomas, 
President, A.B.S. 
66, Portland-place, London, W.1. 








ngi- 
he 


ely, 


ber 


hat 
ivil 
ttee 
the 

ord 
cts 
ion 
was 
als 


ye] 
nt, 
rea 
by 
ld 
yn 
t's 


ing 
rho 
the 
try 
cil 
ion 


ige 
ial 


n’s 


er. 
DS. 
on 
si 
en 
ot 
ily. 
ro 
ot 
hi 
pte 
ed 
fi 
y, 
1's 
he 


an 


m 


‘ 


December 7 1945 


CORRESPONDENCE 


{Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other mattens of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not 
endorse the remarks if 


0; » who 
- oblige us 4 they will express their views as briefly 
‘ 


as possible. 
Public Architectural Appointments. 
To THe Eprror or The Builder. 
Sm,—Mr. Athoe’s unkind words against 
anonymity [see. The Builder,.Nov. 23] 


betray his lack of appreciation of the dis-' 


advantages under which a local goverh- 
ment , officer discusses controversial 
matters; surely what is written matters 
more than who writes it. 

My facts are not wrong. I am quite 
aware that a large proportion of entrants 
to the R.I.B.A. qualify through the recog- 
nised schools; I am equally aware that 
that is the, method of entry to the profes- 
sion advocated by the R.I.B.A. 

I agree that such entrants are free to 
join any architectural body, or none at all, 
but there must be little incentive to join 
an alternative society if one is already 
qualified for election as an Associate 
R.1.B.A. - 

I am glad to read that the Incor- 
porated Association is anxious to institute 
the examination qualification. If the 
standard of that examination were on the 
same high level as the R.I.B.A. Associate- 
ship examination it would have similar 
significance; but whether or not such a 
policy would be wise is perhaps a question 
which could only be answered after refer- 
ence to Mr. Athoe’s files, as he is unwill- 
ing to publish the proportion of incorpor- 
ated architects who have passed even the 
lower standard examination. 

The whole point of my contention is 
that A.R.I.B.A. means that the bearer has 
passed a difficult qualifying. examination, 
which is certainly of significance in the 
selection of candidates for appointments. 

It is certainly true that there is nothing 
to prevent any registered architect from 
acquiring ‘the envied qualification except 
his inability to pass the prescribed exami- 
nations. ‘ 
Aw OrricraAL ARCHITECT. 


To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Sir,—‘‘ An Official Architect,’’ who,. in 
your issue of November 9, prefers to be 
nameless, considers the time is ripe to 
criticise the motion of the secretary of the 
1.A.A.8.,-as a member of the A.R.C.U.K., 
whereby he proposed that the Council 
should take steps’ to correct a very 
apparent tendency to, discriminate on the 
part of local authorities in their public 
notices of ‘staff vacancies. ‘‘ An Official 
\rchitect’’ must note that, in spite of 
Mr. Darcy Braddell’s unfortunate re- 
marks in opposition to Major Athoe’s and 
Messrs. Shelley and Goldfinger’s motions, 
the A.R.C.U.K. propose to do something 
about it. 

May ‘‘A Registered ‘Architect’ point 
out to ‘‘ An Official Architect’ that it is 
his duty to the community in the event of 
finding himself in the happy position to 
engage architects. to select men whose 
main qualification should be suitability 
for the type of work offered? This can 
generally be assessed from the record of 
work done in the past. Added to this 
there must be a capacity for hard work to 
meet the present emergency, and with all 
respect to architects who have .obtained 
their degrees or diplomas by direct exami- 
nation, the above-mentioned qualifications 
do not necessarily require degrees or 
diplomas. 

It must be remembered that ‘many 
architects at the close of their war work 
or service, who in the near future may be 
allowed to practise or require employ- 


ment, 
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attended architectural evening 
schools in the years following the 1914-18 
war before these schools were ‘“‘ recog- 
nised,’’ and were therefore debarred the 
subsequent advantage of this method of 
obtaining degrees or diplomas while work- 
~~ for their living. 

urther, if one accepts Mr. Darcy 
Braddell’s contention that there are a 
very considerable number of architects on 
the register whose qualifications are very 
much below those that local authorities 
want, why is the remuneration offered to 
these select men of high qualifications so 
low? The fact is that local authorities 
are asking for architectural assistance of 
the type practising architects employed 
before the war, and capable men they had 
to be to hold their jobs. 

Let the pettiness be removed from offi- 
cial vacancy advertisements and allow 
architects freedom to apply for these jobs, 
if they want to, and let them stand or 
fall on the merits of their past records, 
and thereby cut out degree or diploma 
mania and discrimination. 

Epwarp Dvutey. 

Bishopton, Renfrewshire. 


To rue Eprron or The Builder. 

Srr,—Major Athoe’s statement that he 
is advised ‘‘ that ex-Associates may con- 
tinue to use the initials A.R.I.B.A.”’ does 
appear to have some justification, and it 
is doubtful. if any action by the R.I.B.A. 
would meet with the success the Institute 
would desire. 

Without entering into legal arguments 
here, one can reasonably assume that the 
court might consider the payment of 
examination fees sufficient grounds for an 
ex-Associate using his initials A.R.I.B.A. 
merely ‘as his (only) certificate of qualifi- 
cation, or it might order the R.I.B.A. to 
grant to all successful finalists an alterna- 
tive certificate making membership 
optional. 

It would appear to be advisable for the 
Board of Architectural Education to look 
into the matter, 

Frank H. Bromneap. 

Parkstone, Dorset. 


Refresher Courses for Builders. 

To tHe Eprtor or The Builder. 
Srr,—You may recall that I wrote to 
you last: year on the subject of training 
for members of the Forces who have been 
deprived, by virtue of their service, of the 
opportunity of improving their knowledge 
of the industry. Now, I see in your issue 
of November 2, the matter has been raised 
again, by Major Linzell I have made it my 
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business to obtain a copy of the E.W.O., 
a pamphlet on P.A.Y.E., and soon expect 
to have a copy of the U.A. All these seem 
to be considered necessary to hold down a 
timekeeper’s job, but as far as I can see, 
we who have served for four or five years 
can, as the Major has discovered, consider 
these ‘‘ years that the locusts have eaten ”’ 
indeed. I, too, find that ‘‘ recent” ex- 
perience is demanded, even for my humble 
niche in the trade. 

The Major should get a job—surely the 
principles of estimating remain the same, 
even though certain conditions have 
changed. And I shall probably find some- 
thing, too. But it is galling to find 
oneself at such a disadvantage compared 
with those who were fortunate enough to 
escape military service altogether. - Unfor- 
tunately, it seems that nothing can be done 
about it except to record the fact that 
such a disadvantage does exist and to hope 
that we may be permitted to crawl back 
into some little hole which other—more 
fortunate—pegs consider not worth filling. 

Ronatp Harrison. 

Oxford. 


SPECIALISTS AND 


SUB-CONTRACTORS 
ANNUAL LUNCHEON 


Tue annual luncheon of the Federation 
of Associations of Specialists and Sub- 
contractors was held at the Dorchester 
Hotel, on Thursday, November 29. : 

Mr. J. . Musgrave, M.LC.E., 
M.1.H.V.E., President of the Federation, 
presided. e chief guest was Mr. George 
Tomlinson, M.P., .J.P., Minister of 
Works. 

Proposing the toast of ‘‘ H.M. Govern- 
ment,’’ Mr. MusGraveE said that at no time 
in our history, except during the worst 
stages of the war, had any Government 
been called upon to solve so many per- 
plexing problems. He assured the Minister 
of the Federation’s desire and intention to 
assist him and his Department and the 
nation as a whole in the tremendous task 
of reconstruction which the Government 
had been called upon to undertake. 

‘* Some concern is felt by specialists,’ 
he proceeded, ‘‘ that in the programme for 
reconstruction they are not being -fully 
consulted. It is true that the Specialist 
Advisory. Committee to the Ministry of 
Works Le been set up and has already 
done useful work, but its real usefulness 
can only be secured by prior consultation 
with our representatives and by not 
leaving them in the position of havin 
to make critical comment on decision 
already made on matters affecting the 
whole building industry. In effect this 
would mean a constructive approach of a 
positive character instead of the negativism 
of destructive criticism. ' 

‘« The Federation pressed on the Minister 
in 1943 the necessity of securing a balance 
in planning post-war activity. None can 
question the -urgéncy of adequate housing, 
but this alone would not lead to full employ- 
ment in the industry, in the" factories 
supplying materials, or of the technical 
services embraced in the building industry 
in its widest sense. No support will be 
found among our members for luxury 
aspects of building, but between houses and 
luxury building there is a vast amount of 
necesary building of a communal charac- 
ter, and we would urge that such building 
should be permitted to the fullest possible 
extent that can be allowed without 
prejudicing the rehousing programme. 

** It is hoped, Mr. Minister, you. wil] not 
lose sight of the necessity of regarding 
the building industry as a whole and not 
sectionally, and I feel that the reports of 
all the various committees which have 
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been issued as signposts to better and 
economic building, should be taken out 
of the pigeon holes and examined from the 
point of view of practice. If, by any 
chance, the Salvage Department of your 
Ministry, in its strenuous campaign, 
claimed them, I shall be happy to supply 
one copy of the Report of this Federation 
on the Placing and Management of Con- 
tracts, which made many proposals for 
new practice which it is considered would 
be of benefit to the industry as a whole. 

“T feel that we can claim confidently the 
sympathy and support of the Government 
that the workers shall receive their ay aad 
wages for the work done, and I ask that 
this should be secured for the sub- 
contractor as well, that he should be sure 
of payment for his work on completion. 
Already the Federation has suggested 
modifications to secure this in the wordin 
and the practice of the standard form o 
contract, OOCC/Wks/1. This contract 
form, I understand, was determined by 
the Department as a war measure without 
consultation with either main contractors 
or sub-contractors. May I suggest that it is 
quite time it should be reviewed, and all 
the parties interested “invited into con- 
ference for this purpose. If during your 
term of office you can expedite standardisa- 
tion of contract by agreement with all 
parties interested you will have made a 
most valuable contribution to the in- 
‘dustry for which you are ministerially 
responsible.” 

Mn. Tomirnson, in reply, agreed that 
housing was not enough, and, that the 
building: needed for the full communal life 
must be provided. He was glad that the 
specialists and sub-contractors had 
federated; that greatly facilitated his task 
of making contacts with the ‘organised 
building industry. He had counted the 
trades and professions engaged in the 
industry, and made the number no fewer 
than 65—no doubt he had missed Ft lot 
out. Organisations were ‘‘ interested 
parties, but he often found that he got 
better advice from the man who was really 
interested in his job than from one who 
was apparently disinterested, _ 

Mr. Doveras Green, chairman of 
Council, proposing the toast of “‘ The 
Guests,” said~ the specialists and sub- 
contractors must have the opportunity, like 
all other sections of the industry, to play 
their part, to add their quota to the pool 
of data and knowledge upon which the 
organisation of the industry as a whole 
must be based. He made a plea, there- 
fore, to all organisations represented by 
the guests to think of the ges | industry 
in the light of modern knowledge and 
modern developments. It was not: an 
industrial operation in which a number of 
operatives working under a main contrac- 
tor put things together on the site accord- 
ing to the drawings of an architect. It was 
much more than that, and any attempt to 
over-simplification of that point was 
bound to lead to unnecessary error and 
difficulty. : 

“« As specialists,’ continued the speaker, 
‘* we say to our architect and engineering 
friends, we do not wish to usurp your 
position as the technical advisers to your 
clients. We only desire to give to you a 
specialised knowledge we have acquired, 
and so ensure that the designs use to the 
best advantage the plant, machinery and 
methods on which the specialist industries 
have been progressively developed: To our 
builder friends we would emphasise that 
there is no suggestion of challenging their 
position as main contractors, but to get 
the best results there must be collabora- 
tion. To the Ministry, we would ask them 
not to look upon this Federation as a body 
to make life more difficult, but a real 
potential help. 


** At this most. important milestone in 
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.of Works should be 
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the history of our land, the necessity of 
a real Central Council for the industry 
becomes more apparent. It should be a 


Council in which ‘a]l may play their part, | 


and as such should be framed on true 
democracy : a Council in which al] parts 
cf the industry are closely knit, witnout 
schism or sect, a Council of true equality. 
To assure this the lead will have to be 
given, and I personally have felt that the 
only individua] who could secure this is 
the Minister of Works.’’ 

Mr. Lzonarp Roserts, V-P.R.I.B.A., 
responded. 

Among the guests were : Sir F. P. Robin- 
son, CB. Secretary M.O.W.; Mr. H. N. 
de Villiers, Deputy Secretary M.O.W.; 
Mr. E. B. Gillett; Mr. G W. Buchanan; 
Mr. J. W. Stephenson; Mr. Howard 
M. Robertson; Mr. F. C. Braby, and Mr: 
T A, McIntyre. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Ancient Buildings. 

In the House of Lords, Lornp MetHUEN 
asked the Government whether they 
would take steps to ensure that the Minis- 
try of Works be given increased powers to 
preserve buildings of historical and 
artistic interest of any period, whether 
inhabited or otherwise. He pointed out 
that one of the things which stood out in 
our Ancient Monuments legislation was 
the omission of church properties. 

The National Trust was not in a posi- 
tion to accept gifts of large country 
houses which were not endowed. ‘Some of 
these houses might be turned into schools, 
mental homes, and soon. The Minister 
iven additional 
powers to schedule all those monuments 
which were up to a certain standard, 
whether inhabited or not, and irrespective 
of their age or period. , 

Lorp DERWENT quoted from a pamphlet 
issued by the Georgian Group to support 
his submission that, although much of 
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the existing legislation dealing with 
national monuments and buildings was 
es it was not as effective as it could 


Lorp HENDERSON, Log in Waiting, said 
that the Ministry of Works’s aim was to 
schedule all such monuments in Great 
Britain which were worthy of preserva- 
tion. Before the war 5,000 monuments of 
all kinds had been scheduled. Under the 
Town and Country Planning Acts local 
authorities had powers to make orders 
practically placing. any such buildings 
tlfreatened with unsuitable alterations 
under their control, and also to acquire 
compulsorily in cases where they were 
not being properly maintained. Fears 
that the local authorities might not issue 
preservation orders under the 1944 Act 
because they might be involved in the 
payment of compensation were not well 
grounded, as the intervention of the war 
held up many schemes, and, in any ¢ase, 
the more recent Act was only passed in 
1944. The Government would watch the 
working of the Act before considering 
whether it was necessary to amend exist- 
ing legislation. The Church authorities 
were responsible for ecclesiastical build- 
ings, but the Ministry of Works would be 
prepared to consider accepting guardian- 
ship of churches no longer in use in suit- 
able- cases.- The Government would 
always view with sympathy, understand- 
ing and approval the cause for which Lord 
Methuen had spoken. 

The motion was withdrawn. 


Housing Societies. 

In the House of Commons last week, 
in* reply to questions by Lu1evt.-Col. 
VaNE, and Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, MR. BEVAN 
(Minister of Health) said that he was pre- 
pared to approve arrangements made by a 
local authority with a housing association 
under section 94 of the Housing Act, 1936, 
where he was satistied that the houses 
which the association propose to provide 
would be houses of the kind which were 
most needed,.and would effectively supple- 
ment the local authority’s own housing 
programme. This would apply in rural 
areas as elsewhere. Approval under the 
section meant that the same financial 
assistance could be given to the associa- 
tion as to a local authority; and the same 
priorities for materials and labour would 
also be made available. ; 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN asked if the Minister 
was aware that a number of these very 
valuable associations had complete plans 
and technical assistance ready. Would 
the right hon. gentleman do all in his 
power to facilitate the immediate prosecu- 
tion of their work ? 

Mk. Bevan said he was prepared to 
consider: sympathetically upon their 
specific merits all applications, but he was 
not prepared to encourage héusing 
authorities to farm out their housing 
powers. 


“ Cost Plus ” To Go. 

Mr. PrraTIN asked the Minister of 

Health whether he had yet made the 
inquiry into the matter about the repair 
of C (b) houses in Stepney; and if he now 
had any statement to make. 
. Mk. Bevan said that the investigation 
was not yet completed, but he would 
commuricate with the hon. member as 
soon as possible. 

Mr. Piratin: Does not the, right hon. 
gentleman recall that he gave me a similar 
answer exactly three weeks ago? Could I, 
therefore, ask him to be as expeditious as 
possible, in viéw of the fact that the 
question which was’ brought. to his atten- 
tion three weeks ago is a matter which 
vitally affects the whole of London? 

Mr. Bevan: The answer is that this 
matter of the repair of houses in London 
is one of great oer and very con- 
siderable concern... I have been left, I am 
bound to say, with the most depressing 
legacy in this matter. The “cost plus 
system of repairs has had a demoralising 
effect both on the employers and the 
operatives, and I hope to be able to 
announce very shortly the end of the 
whole system. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE 


AS AND FROM Ist JULY, 1945. 
(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors) 
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2/0 + 
oat 1, 184 
t Plus 2d. per working day. 


Nore.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all Towns and Districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 


Women’s RATES.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged on craft processes is 1/74 per hour. Women introduced 
to carry out work other dan craft processes, 1/4 per hour. 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland, see page 467. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS’ 


NOTE.—These prices apply to large quantities of materials at works at London stations, or site, in London area as stated. 


Prices 


for smaller quantities ex merchant’s warehouse will of course be higher. Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at 
the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. The orices of soft woods are for cash on delivery. 


BRICKS, &c, £s. d. 

PU RU NG Se oc ooo ses 1 6 
Od Hard Bracks (3.0.5 ikecccrscccecs 414 6 
oo ie San Se ey ARO ie 446 
Single Rough Stocks. ..........scsesee0e 3 fl 3 


ee eee eee ee eee ee eee ee) 


A dhcoont of ed. Se ae aoe 4 wh 





Cee ee eeeeeeeeareeeee 


D’ble Headers x oe 
0 O Oneside&two ends 39 1 
0 O Two sides&one end 40 1 


Quali 
and buff, £2 extra over white. Other colours. Hard 


ray £5 10s. extra over white 


App Levy ON Bricks, 3/- per 1,000 except Glazed 


Bricks. 


PARTITION SLABS. 
Delivered London Area. 
12 miles radius Charing Cross. 
EOLLow CLAY PARTITION BLOCKS. 
London Brick Company. 


Minimum Lorry Loads. Keyed. s. d. 
2* per yd. sup. RPMs ars cn bas Cd seb N ss 0che ie 
23" » ee OD, gg. eoeKevesagetivecusne 3 0 
- TONGS eve PE FSB ATS Sy CR ES ote ee 
4 MW. Wo Sevdebieeceswanunese 41 
Half blocks add 2s. per yard super to above prices. 
id. CaN ws 3 10 
yd, sup. .. ” per yd. sup. .. 
acing Oe Fo se eee exe ssieb 410 
Size 12x9 z d. oe 29 
ize i2x9x2’ OE ES pees 
Size 12x9x2 ew a odsvvaduepteceve 3 0 
Size 12x9x3" ,, ic chow acaeeueesae aoa AD 
WD AO oe og = Sas cin erg Se Wawsueboose 41 
Kerep Two Sipes. 
Es pt reer IDGDET cciveces Sice 
3 3 12 x9 x4 palceescod 4 1 


12-332 h".. <a>» 
Per yard super d/d. Free on site, London. 


Plus 2d. for smoo 
th sides. 


STONE. 

BaTH STONE.—Delivered in railway trucks at 
Westbourne Park, ay es .W.R., or 
South Lambeth, G.W.R. 

STONE— 


RANDOM Suoce— 

Free on rail at Seaton Station per ft. cube 

free on rail Nine Elms, ¢ * Wee 

Selected approximate size one way, Id. per 

cubic ft. extra, selected ag aged 

three sizes or for special work, 3d. per 
cubic ft. extra. 
PORTLAND STONE— 

Brown ge in random blocks of 20 ft. 
sverner ng eg in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, S. Rly., South Lambeth 

Station, G. wit ye Westbourne Park, 

Paddington, G.W.R. . per ft. cube 

Do. do. delivered | Nan ‘road waggons as above 

So PESTO ft. cub. 

i per ft. cube extra. 
Nore.—id. per e ‘one extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and id. beyond 30 ft. 
‘Woop STONE— 


\OPTON- 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire. 
Random blocks from 10ft.and over P.ft.cb. 
Sawml two Sid€S.. 2... sc cecccccccccccccse 
Sawn three or four sides ............-.-- 
Yoru Stone, BLue—Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered at any Goods mpoeg 5 ee 


30 ft. super) .-........2200% oak ener 
6 in, rubbed two sides, ditto ‘ 
oa See eee eee oe 
pics anaboma mea » 
2 in. tn Lage nec anc aaa 
(random sizes) (paving) .. a 
14 in. to 2 in. ditto .........- ‘~ 
Harp York— 
Delivered at any ye ned Station, London. 
Scra: random bi per ft. cube 
Siete Gre cites endian to tines ander 
GOR. Spek) oc iveccscdee super 
6 in, nabbed we hiss, Guo 


4 in. sawn two sides slabs (random” 
PY ~<me 


seeeeeeeee ” 


ditto’: 
A a A ay AEG ‘per yd. super 


one side, and 4d. for smooth 








CAST STONE. 
Delivered in London area in full van toad, ft. 
cube : Plain, 10s. ; Moulded, 1 
Small section cilis and copings, arse 
SAND. 
oeneus 11s. 6d. per yd. 
At oc ROE ee 10s. 0d. ,,, ,, | delivered 
FO ee rae 12s. Od. ., ,, | 2 miles 
Washed Sand........ 14s.9d. ,, ,, pradius 
in. Shingle ...... 12s. 0d. ,, ,, | Padding- 
in. Broken Brick 16s. 0d. ,, ,, | ton. 
BOCES oo so cscses PO 
CEMENT, 


Best British Portland Cement. 
tion, delivered, London area 

6 ton loads and upwards site...... per ton 

1 to 6 tons site 

In ag bags or non-returnable jute sacks, 

net per ton of cement extra. 

“Ferrocrete” Rapid Hardening» Cement 

6 ton loads and upwards site 

1 to 6 tons site 

In paper bags 7s. ver ton extra. 

“ Aquacrete ” Water Repellent cement, 31 [6 
per ton on ordinary “Blue Circle” 
prices. In paper bags 7s. per ton extra. 

8 na Hardening “ Colorcrete” in 6-ton 
jots 


Stahdard nage D 


217 0 
3 0 0 


oo 


418 6 
In paper bags 7s. per ton extra. 

“ Colorcrete” not rapid hardening, accord- 
ing to colour. In 4 ton lots from 166/6 
to 390/6 per ton according to colour 
(including paper bags) 

“ Snowcrete”” White Portland Cement (in 
free one bags) PSST ECROA nhs kd Sc wee 

er re ere re rcwt. 

“417 oe oom (Ultra Rapid Hardening) 
Delivered Site London Area in 6 ton lots 
and upwards 

In paper bags 7s. 

Super Cement ¢ ; 8 

s. 


Roman Cement 16 % Keene’sCement,White 7 0 
Parian Cement 7 0 Pink 610 
Cementone Colours for cement according to tints, per 


cwt. from £3 5s. 
SLATES. 


First quality slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, 
carriage paid in full truck loads to London Rate wrt 


aiaencm chee helen ko uanes ons 6 

r ton extra. 

ae" pang ), bags extra. 2 
0 


r 1, £ d. £ 
24 by 12 ...... 52 0 0 18by10.. .... 27.2. 6 
22 By 12. cn cee 4117 6 18by9........25 7 6 
22 by 11 ..... 38 0 O 16by10 ......24 5 0 
20 by 12 ...... 3617 6 16by8........18 15 0 
20 by 10 _...... 33 17 


Note: Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


KING 








SLIDING 
DOOR 
GEAR 





Writé for fully illustrated booklet 
showing all types of King Sliding 
Door Gear 


D HITCHEIM: 
“HERTS: 
HITCHIN 960 | MANCHESTER j NEWCASTLE) ASGOW 

(10 lines aay 47 2449 D sUGLAS 2798 
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PLASTER. 
£ 2.2 £s. d. 
Coarse, Pink .. 4 5 6 Sirapite, Coarse 4ti 6 
» White ..414 6 ,, Finish 419 6 
Pioneer »... .. $.:6 6 
Above prices for 4-ton loads and-over London Area. 


Best Ground Blue Grey Stone Lime 3 7 0 
LiasLime ..3 7 6 Chalk Lime.... 3 

Granite Chippings2° 4 0 Hair percwt. .. 310 0 

Note.—Sacks are charged Is. Od. each, and credited 
Is. 6d. if returned in good condition within three 
months, carriage paid. 

Stourbridge nbsp in paper bags, £3 4s. Od., 6ton 
lots at railway depot. 


TILES. 


Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 


of not less than 6 toms...............+. Per 1,000 
f.o.r. London. 

Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or 
Staffordshire district ............+0+. £7 16 0 
Ditto hand-made ditto ..........++- 810 0 
Ormametital ditto. =... 0.055 ev ccsasees 819 0 
Hip and valley tiles—Hand-made ........ 17 6 
(per dozen) —Machine-made ... 16 6 
Note: Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility: 


HARD OD. 
1 INCH AND UP THICK. 
Average price for prime quality 


s. d. 
Dry English Wainscot Billets .. 16 0 
Dry Slavonian Billet Wainscot .. 17 0 
Dry Cuba Mahogany logs PE 
Square-edged Honduras Mahogany 
Log Cut Honduras Mahogany 
American Figured Oak 
American Plain Oak 
JOD, Figusme CR ose occ ce cechisecnds 
Jap, Plain Oak 


ee ee ee eersersesere 





American Whitewood 
African Whitewood 
African Mahogany 
Australian Walnut .. 
Australian Silky Oak 

Best Scotch glue 
Caantid QI soos sa occsscee 


SOFT WOOD. 


MERCHANTABLE BRITISH COLUMBIAN PINE. 
Minimum. Aer 


Scantlings in imported sizes y rae ie 
2 in. by 3in. to4in. by lin. 47 0 O 58 6 0 


PLANED BOARDS. 


So 

= 

i) 
SoAcoonndcancannocere 


Prime CLEAR BRITISH COLUMBIAN PINE, 

Per standard. 

ee 
1 in, by 11 in. } F iviveeenest eq vaserekes 71 00 
1 in by 9 in. Per maiere. 
ed 
e in. i edge flooring .........+seseee% 56 3 
Tg im. ditto 6... eee cece eee neceees 70 6 
1 in. Sn and “Seay piv dcbice s Sageaum 56 3 
PE Te GRO das Neves scesacndeccseccteun 7 6 
MATCHING. per _. 
s. d. 
De 5255, wahiewn cab ade habeas cores hes 40 3 
BONS sactons Jax wovincawed es weg nees aahined 45 0 
539 (0 


_ PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
aoe <r apemeg 


S.D. Biscocks CRUTCH HEAD, FOR IRON 


3 in. 2 in 
33/- 51/- per doz. 
cad Bip Cocks FOR “a 
in 
60/- 72/- Foor doz. 
S.D. Stop Cocks For IRON. 
4in. fin. ‘lin. tin. I4in. 2Zin. 
33/- 48/- 86/- 209/- 281/-— 456/-per doz. 


§.D.S. Cocks with Two UNIONS FOR Leap. 


sin. Zin. lin. .14 in. 14 in. in. 
4s/- 77) % 123/— 240/— 372/- 624/— per doz. 
Dousie Nut Bomer SCREWS. 
‘din. fin. lin. Ifin. 14in. 2 in. 
5/6 6/8 I1/— :24/-  36/— 56/— per doz. 
HEAVY CrovDon sia VALVES. 
3 in. hy Ly lin. ifin. 14 in. 
72/— 115/— 144/- 288/— 384/- per doz. 
CAPS AND SCREWS. 
Ijin. 14 in. Zin. Jin. 34 in. 4 in, 
14/— 18/6 25/9 45/3 64/9 71/6 per doz. 
Brass SLEEVES. a 
14 in. 2in. Zin. 3 hin. 4in. 
10/9 13/6 25/- 37/- 46/- per doz. 


Leap TRAPS WITH BRASS CLEANING SCREWS. 

146 Ibs, 14 x 6 lbs. 2 x 7 lbs. 3 x.7 Ibs. 
34/- 55/- 92/- per doz. 
4 41/- 67/- 115/- per doz. 

Laeecag —Plumbers’, 1/7. Tinmen’s, 2/1. Blow pipe 
2/6 per I 


* The information given on this page has been 
specially compiled for THE BUILDER, and is copyright. 
The aim in this * pes is to give, as far as possible, the 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affect 
prices—a fact which should be remem by those 








who make use of this information. Prices are subject 
to 24 per cent. cash discount. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 
See Note at top of preceding page. 





METALS. 

Joists, Gmpers, &C., TO LONDON STATION, PER TON— 
R:S. Joists, cut and fitted £24 0 0 
Plain Compound Girders é c = . 
In Roof Work :’ 3710 0 

Note.—These prices joke standard pieces and not 

special pieces a an awkward nature. 

MILD STEEL ROUNDS.—To London Stations, per 

ton. 

i £ «a ¢ gag £s. d. 
> ae ie et fy See’ 2115 0 
% jn. i ee ate 0 in. to 23 in. 215 0 

TB. wecccces 
WROUGHT TUBES AND Lie 
Deliveries from works. 

Deliveries from London stock further jot © 

Tubes. Tubula ey 
4°/6" 4 <. Tae 37/2" 24”"/6" 
e oO 

Light weight ..... - Sa 474 5i 34 
leavy weight...... coy 44 393 41 493 

Galv. lightweight .. 30 — 30 = 30 

Galv. heavyweight.. 20 20 #2 20 


of a 
Fittings. “rise 25 pe aX ese 
Terms.—Nett cash 
invoice. Carriage pods on lots of £10 nett value and 
over. 
C.1. Havr-Rounp GuttTers—London Prices ex 


Works, per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. Stop 
Gi ends. 
1/7 5d. 
1/10 Sd. 
1/il 9d. 
2/3 10d. 
2/6 1/- 
2/2 6d. 
2/2 9d. 
2/3 10d. 
2/7 1/- 
3/- 1/1 
RAIN WATER PIPES. 
Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. Fem Branches. 

ngles. 

2 Mar sie dcccsaebis tas 2/10 1/il 2/il 

y 1 ree rege po 2/il 2/3 3/5 

3 Mtn 6 obese Up ian ctauns 3/8 2/10 4/2 

SOR kecicsiasacessss 4/4 3/4 4/10 

4B sccsecsudedOnchaxs 4/il 4/- 5/10 

NETT PRICES. 


Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. 


2-ton pee > per cent. 
L.C.C. ‘CoaTep Som Prees—London Prices, ex stock. 


Per yd. in 6 fts. Py Bends. Braaches. 
2 Mince nati vevin case 4/4 3/5 
Ml isn taca phe minis 4/9 3/9 5/2 
3 Mircea de snuvenaeen 5/3 4/1 6/3 
SHO pete encanrieane> 5/5 5/- 7/2 
4, ci deen netecsals 6/- 5/8 8/5 
L.C.C. CoaTep Drain Pipe. P 
cwt. gr. Ibs. per yard. Bends. Branches. 
in 9 fts 
Se. Se ee) ae eer ee 8/11 8/5 14/10 
Gia ve Ger Bas ions 13/3 17/6 30/4 
Gaskin, 80/- per cwt. ; 
Per ton basis 
in London. 
£s. d 
IRon.—Staffordshire Crown, Merchant va 
Staffordshire Marked Bars........ 2110 0 
ee BRE a REE a 1915 0 
Mild Steel Hoops .............-se--eeee 2110 O 
. Ex Merchant’s Stock, 
per ton (two-ton lots). 


Soft Steel Sheets, C.R. and C.A.— 





2417 6 
6 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 0 
5 0 
Per ton. 
£.2.-¢é. 
Cut Nails, 3 in. and » * vindldn caves cunt 28 10 0 
Nett. 

METAL WINDOWS. “s sizes, suitable for 
complete houses, including all fittings, two 
coats, and delivery to job, average price about 2s. 4d. 
to 2s. 7d. per foot super. 

PAINTS, &c. £ sd 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 galls.) . Per otis 078 
Boiled Linseed Oil (S galls) ‘ 0380 
Genuine we (free kegs) 313 9 
ine White Lead Paint. (tins free) gall. 113 0 
Gents Be OATS: ; cwt. : 17 : 
Li Putty (free packages cwt. 
Utility Putty ........ (free packages) ,, 149 
Size, XD quality ............ 049 
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‘ 


BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from October 1, 1945. 


Every 


endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 


Grade Classification A Al 
Craftsmen .,.... 2/24 2/2 
Labourers ...... 1/9 1/83 

Aberdeen ; A Dumfriesshire .... 

Ayrshire Tere ee erry A Dundee 

_ * See B Dunoon 

Berwickshire A2 East Fife 

Bridge of Allan ..A East Lothian 

Broughty Ferry ..A inbu 

Clackmannanshire A i 

eer eee A Forfarshire 

A Glasgow 

Dumbartonshire ..A Greenock 

Dumfries ........ Al Hamilton 











A2 A3 B Bl 

2/14 2/1 2/04 2/- 

1/84 1/8 1/74 1/7% 
A 





* This town has its own rates : Masons, 1/114 ; Cm, 1/11} ; ae. 1/114 ; Plumbers, 2/ ; 
Plasterers, 2/0} but 2/1 is paid owing to the scarcity at present ; Painters, ah bai gjtd Labourers, 1/7. 


The information given in this table is copyright. Rates of wages in England and 


are given on page 465 








gross discount. 
of month following date of Pale 





VARNISHES, &c. 


. Outside ‘0 16 





- 
oo 


PBNRKONFOORANO 


— 





tent) 
rench and I Brush Polish 
Liquid Dryers in Terebene ... 


LEAD, &c. 


(Delivered in | London 5 cwts.) 
Leap.—Sheet, English, 341b. and up 


SSOSOS OC bi het bet bret ret Fat rt rt tt et tt et | 








10/- per ton extra, lots 

. extra and over 3 cwt. and 

under 5 cwt., 3/- per cwt. “extra. Extra if cut to size. 

Old lead, ex London area, per ton £23 0 0. a ba 
pay carriage. 


ee ae delivery, 
under 3 ewt. 4/-- per cwt. 











Whenever your scheme 
calls for 


METAL WINDOWS 


built specially to suit your 
own requirements 
always specify 








LIMITED 
of 
100, Westminster Bridge Road 
LONDON - - S.E.1 
‘Phone: WATerloo 6314 (6 lines) 
: for 


Distinctive Metal Windows 


The Hall Mark of Craftsmanship 








vary according to quality from 3/8 gallon up 











THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS §f:§ 


CAMBUSLANG.—Lanarkshire C.C, to erect 
County Garage, for which the architect is 
William Watt, Albert-st., Motherwell. . 

GLASGOW.—Corporation is' to erect dining 
department, etc., at Campsit-st., for which the 
architect is John MacNab, 129, Bath-st., Glas- 
gow.—Corporation to erect 60 houses at 
Silverton-rd., for which the architects. are 
Samuel Bunton & Associates, 89, West Regent- 
st., Glasgow. 

LANARKSHIRE.—Plans prepared for exten- 
sioh for Industrial Estates, Ltd., at Hillington- 
rd., for which the architects are Wylie, Shanks 
& Wylie, 204, West Regent,st., Glasgow. 


Return to Pre-war Offices. 

The Val de Travers Asphalte Paving 
Co., Ltd., has now returned to its pre- 
war offices at 21 -22, Old Bailey, London, 
E.C.4.. (Telephone: City 7001. 


Underground Factory. 

We learn that the general contractors 
for the underground factor e 8 ey by 
Mr. Howard V. Lobb, F-R.LB and 
illustrated in our issue in Teen nl 16, 
were Messrs. Griggs and Son, Ltd., of 
156, Victoria-street, Westminster, S.W.1. 








GLASS. 
SHEET GLASS, ORDINARY GLAZING QUALITY 
CUT SIZES. 


Per ft. super. 
NR os gd anesatad sedi oe scan dekh ten neiee 3 
24 oz. Clear Ol RT GI bis coon bic Ahiicck 5 
Ui. Soon hye buiciticbaterdsgus once nad aah 
BE Oia sn 0 one dene czas tein ik chewed oa et 


ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE AND FIGURED 
CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT SIZES. 
Over 500 ft. super of all kinds. Per ft. 
Rolled Mer ebncnseurucdvoaedcahseteth L 





heh ng mrs f ORAM: s ccticataws eeccsses ‘0. 
ire Cast, 3 in. thick ..... sedscvcescsodcese @ * 
Geo: Wired Case bavdannethbnte wentauns 0 10 
oe) SE STON vec cddencssedecew 2 6 
F 2 BRU Si ccthcddiisdcs ves 40 
Ei es Cast, $ in. thick ........ peneneewes ¢ 3 
” ” Bs GE ons caceveetise 
jee oe: = 
Non Actinic Glass, $ in. thick ...........7.. 0 9% 
Sa ah in. thick’ ..0....03005 10 
ee fe oe | ee Sey 2 
“VITA” GLASS. Per ft. 
“ Vita” Plate Glass, about 4 in. thick— s.. d. 
le Mi MUS 5 cd iahd oe dawn te oa pihen 6% 53 0 
a Caddadsdensthehsh<nekad 7 6 
“Vita” Sheet oe eng DOEe Oe sapacesd 2'0 
Cathedral “ Vita” 
Bi GEE: i ckviceccscese sisesevecess 2 @ 
& in. II EE: SO ee Pyne ee Séetese 9. 
ts in. Georgian Wired “ Vita ” Giass. ddoepes. a & 
net 
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BOOK REVIEW 


The Practical ~Plumber_ and _ Sanitary 
En ‘le on Edited by W. J. 
Misan.l., M.I.P., R.P. (London: 

Odhams Press Ltd.). Price, 8s. 6d. 


net. 

“The Practical Plumber and Sanitary 
Engineer” is a compilation of work by 
several authors well known in the plumb- 
ing trade, and deals with ali aspects of 
a plumber’s work. The chapters are 

arranged systematically. First the funda- 

mental principles and processes which 
every. craftsman should know ‘are 
described. Then their application to the 
preparation and fixing of roof coverings, 
sanitary fittings, waste pipes, cold and 
hot water services and drainage are dealt 
: with fully. There is a chapter on draw- 
ing and sketching and the final chapter 
describes modern trends in plumbing, in- 
cluding pre-constructed plumbing units. 

The book will undoubtedly serve a use- 
ful pu , but in its present form is 
not suitable for an apprentice working 
without an instructor. It is almost in- 
evitable in a work of this nature that 
there should be some overlapping 
between the various sections, but in spite 
of this there are some serious omissions. 
Some of the tools mentioned are not 
described in the chapter on tools. The 
sizes in which copper and zinc sheets are 
obtainable and used are not given, while 
for lead sheets a size which is not recom- 
mended is mentioned, but the writer 
neglects to say what size should be used. 
The method of placing of the sub-head- 
ings, which in many cases are distributed 
through the chapters without any appar- 
ent reference to the contents, is difficult 
to follow. : : 

More careful editing would have 
resulted in the correction of these and 
similar faults. It is hoped that this may 
be dene in future editions, thus improv- 
ing an already useful book. a we 


NEWS ITEMS 


Notes for Builders in the Forces. 


A useful little booklet entitled ‘‘ Notes 
for Byilding Workers in the Forces ” has 
been prepared by the N.F.B.T.O. with the 
object of setting forth the background to 
the present state of the building industry. 
Copies are obtainable from the General 
Secretary (Mr. R. Coppock),. at Dalton 
Hill, Albury, Guildford, Surrey. 

Repair of Damaged Buildings. 

Further notes in “The Repair of 
Damaged Buildings” series are now 
available. Copies of these and of other 
notes in this series ag | be obtained free 
on application to the Director, Building 
Research Station, Garston, Herts. En- 
velopes should be marked “R. D. B.” 
The new series are No. 14—Repairs of 
Multi-Storey Steel Framed _ Buildings 
‘Damaged by H.E.; No. 15—Patching of 
Iron Sheet and Asbestos Cement Roofing; 
_ No. 17—Shoring and Other Precautions 

Against the Collapse of Damaged Build- 
ings and Adjacent Property. 


Demonstration Permanent Houses Start. 

The first of the twenty-seven pairs of 
demonstration houses to be built from 
plans selected in the recent national.com- 

tition. organised by the House-Buildin 
Endustries Standing Committee starte 
building on September: 17, on the High- 
croft Estate, Oadby, Leicester. These 
houses, which will be constructed by 
Messrs. Bradshaw Bros: (Contractors). 
Ltd., of Leicester, are the first houses of 
the permanent traditional type to- be 
built by the building industry, other than 
for Government needs, since 1939. It is 
estimated that the houses will be com- 
pleted within a month or so, when, with 
one of the houses furnished in co-opera- 
tion with the Council of Industrial De- 
sign, the pair will be open to the publie 
for’ viewing and criticism. The archi- 
tects are Messrs, E. H. Smith and A. J. 
Wood, A.A.R.I.B.A. 


Woo.Lear, . 


. 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in thig list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a r (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
DECEMBER 12. 
tTaunton R.D.C.—(a) Pair of houses and site 
works, Bishop Lydeard; (b) pair of houses and 
site works, Curland; (c) block of 4 houses and 
site works, Thornfalcon. H. 8S, W. Stone and 
‘Partners, Lloyds Bank-chbrs., 7, Fore-st., 
Taunton. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 14. 
tOundie U.D.C.—4 pairs of houses at New 
Road. J. Ford, C., Council Offices. 
ee Galop) R.D.C.—30 houses at 
Hadley. alter Bond, F.S.I., 3, Newhall-st., 
Birmingham, 3 Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 


January 5. 
DECEMBER 15. 
tBangor T.C.—65 houses at Caernarvon-rd. and 
50 at Coedmawr-rd, W. E. E. Jones, T.C. Dep. 


£2 2s. 

tBuckley U.D.C.—59 houses and road works 
at Bistre-Buckley. R. Lloyd Roberts (L.), 
Dyffryn House, Wrexham-st., Mold. Dep. £3 3s. 
Tenders by January 5. 

' DECEMBER 17. 

*Basingstoke R.D.C.—8 Swedish houses at 
East Oakley. Poulson and Hardy, Chartered 
Architects, 46, Catherine-pl., Westminster, 


Ceiriog R.b.¢.—28 houses and service roads 
at 3 sites. R. W. Aubrey, S. Dep. £5 5s, 

Chorley R.D.C.—8 Swedish houses at 2 sites. 
W. Groves, 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

Crayford U.D.C.—40 houses at Heath-rd. F. 
Turner, E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

Croydon C.B.—(1) 42 houses; Long Heath; 
(2) 32 houses, The Glade; (3) 180 houses in 4 
sections, Ashburton estate. “‘B.E. Dep. £3 3s. 

Middlewich U.D.C.—20 houses at Hayhurst- 
ave. estate. R, J. B. Wilkinson, E. and §&., 
Victoria-bldgs. Dep. £2 2s. 


Norwich 1T.C.—17 groups of houses (400 
r ig 4 all) at Tuckswood-la. estate. City 
. Dep. £1. 


Oakengates U.D.C.—60 houses on 3 sites. 
M. 8. Lee, M.Inst.M.& Cy.E., Council Offices. 


*Sutton and Cheam T.C.—6 houses at Old: - 


fields-rd., Sutton. N. H. Michell, A.M.Inst.C.E., 
B.E. and 8. Dep. £3 3s. 
DECEMBER 18. 

*Biggleswade U.D.C.—30 houses. W. S. 
Green, 8. 

*Hackney B.C.—Rebuilding 5 flats at Wren’s 
Park House, Warwick-gr. W. G. H. Goodwin 
(L.), Housing Manager. Dep. £2 2s. (For 
special conditions see advertisement.) 


z = 











Having Secured 
the Contract— 

what about the 

Steel Scaffolding ? 
TUBULAR 





SCAFFOLDING 


For the lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. — 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Stee! Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 
Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 











. 


December 7 1945 


Liverpool T.C.—136 houses at Brook House 


estate. City A. and Director of Housing, 
Blackburn-chrs., Dale-st., Kingsway, Liver- 
pool, 2. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 19. 
t*Bedford T.C.—178 brick houses and_barns, 
Card. ngton-rd. site. C. H. Blakeway, M.Inst.M. 
Cy.E., B.E. and 8. Dep. 23 3s. ie 
_ Glanford Brigg R.D.C.—14 houses at Winter- 
ingham. Buttrick and Buttrick (F. and A.), 
ae Architects, 43, Oswald-rd., Scunthorpe. 


ep. £2. 
t*Enfield U.D.C.—74 houses at Hoe-la. Frank 


& 


Lee, A.M.Inst.C.E., E. and. 8., 7, Little Park- 
gnds., Enfield. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
January 16 


Oakham U.D.C.—8 houses at Cold Overton- 
rd. 8, Dep. £2 2s 


Weymouth and Melcombe Regt T.C.—28 
houses at Fleet View, Westhill-rd., Wyke Regis. 
B.E. and §., 6, Pulteney-bldgs., Weymouth. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 2. 

*Luton T.C.—265 houses at Hart Hill estate. 
B.E. Dep. £2 2s. s 

*St. Albans T.C.—Applications invited from 
manufacturers of prefabricated houses for erec- 
tion of 50 houses. 

DECEMBER 21. 

*Beaminster R.D.C.—10 houses at 3 sites. 
R. L. Palmer (A.), Morecambelake, Bridport. 
Dep. £2 2s. \ 

Halstead U.D.C.—14 pairs of houses at 
Mitchell-ave. A. E. Wiseman (F.), 10, Duke-st,, 
houses at 


Chelmsford. Dep. £3 3s. 
Spenborough Windy 
and 8. Dep. £5 5s. 


gh U.D.C.—4 

Bank estate, E. 
*Worcester T.C.—88 houses at Tolladine No. 4 
housing estate. City E,, 22, Bridge-st. Dep. 


£5 5s. 
DECEMBER 22._ . 

*East Grinstead U.D.C.—80 houses at Stone 
Quarry estate, Holtye-rd. Acting C., Norton 
House, East Grinstead. 

Eaton U.D.C.—166 houses and 12 
bungalows at Tamworth-rd. H,. Raven, E. 


Dep. £5 5s. 
DECEMBER 27. 
Marlow U.D.C.—26 houses at Seymour Park- 
ee. C. Kelvin Smith, M-.Inst.M.& Cy.E., 8: 
ep. 


£2 2s. 
DECEMBER 28. 

Cardiganshire E.C.—Kitchen and dining-rooms 

at County Secondary School, Lampeter. R. 
Jones, County 4, County Hall, Aberaeron. 
; *Acton T.C.—Applications invited for rebuild- 
ing houses, construction of new houses and/or 
adaptation and repair of existing dwellings. 
Forms from B.E. 

Hertford T.C.—30 houses, Horns Mill: No. 3 
site at Brickendon-la, . C. Harris and 
Partners, FF.S.I., 3, Bedford-sq., London, W:C.1. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Liskeard &.D.C.—10 Swedish ~ houses on 
various sites. E. C. Higman, 2, The Parade. 

Liandilo R.D.C.—Contract No. 1—16 houses, 
Blaenau-rd., Contract No. 2—construction of 
roadway, etc., Blaenau-rd., Contract No. 3—12 
houses, Cefngrug, Saron, Llanpebie, Contract 
No. 4—roadway, etc., Cefngrug, Saron. R. P. 
Walters, S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Plympton St. ey R.D.C.—14 houses at 
Tamerton Foliot. rchitect, Council Offices. 


Dep. £2 
DECEMBER 29. 

Haverhill U.D.C.—20 houses and 8 bungalows 
at Helions Park. D. C. Denton-Smith, Archi- 
tect, 40, Regent-st., Cambridge. Dep. £3 3s. 

Sutherland C.C.—Work .in various trades for 
60 houses at Golspie and Brova. E. W. Brannen 
(L.), County A., Dornoch. 


DECEMBER 31. ; 

Gloucester R.D.C.—24 houses on 4 sites. Appli- 
cations in writing to C. D. Carus-Wilson, Hard- 
wicke, Glos. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Maidenhead. B.C.—36 houses (3 contracts) at 
Pinkneys-rd. estate. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Melksham U.D.C.—36 houses. ) : ee | 
9 ee A.M.Inst.C.E., E. and 8. Dep. 

2 2s, 

*Street U.D.C.—22 houses at 2 sites. N. H. H. 
Darby (A.), Westminster Bank-chbrs., Taunton. 


Dep. £2 2s.. 
; JANUARY 1. 
Lewes T.C.—-40 houses at Site la, Landport 
estate. C. T. Butler (L.). B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Tendring R.D.C.—4 pairs of Swedish houses. 
8. E..Carroll (L.), E, and 8. Dep. £1 1s. 


JANUARY 3. - 
<Kidsgrove U.D.C.—36 houses at Banbury-st., 
Butt-la. Wood, Goldstraw and Yorath, 
Chartered Architects, Station-rd., Tunstall. 


Dep. £5 5. 
JANUARY 7, : 
Oakengates U.D.C.—60 houses at 3 sites. 
M. S. Lee, Counci) Offices. Dep. £2 2s, 
NO Date. 2 eS 
Lydney R.D.C.—36 houses on sites. * 
Rustell, E. and §., 63, High-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
Sidmouth U.D.C.—(1) Alterations and addi- 
tions at Lymebourne House; (2) alterations and 
additions at County House, Sidford ; (3) erection 
of 66 houses on 2 sites. C., Council Offices. 


Dep. £3 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


DECEMBER 15. 
+Smethwick €.B,—Demolition of_ shelters, 
emergency water supply basins and tanks. 
B.E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


amen ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
ATERIALS, ETC. 

JANUARY 9. : 
East Suffolk C.C.—County 8. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
DECEMBER 17. 
Darwen T.C.—Renewal and extension of water 
main. @. Ashton, A.M.LC.E., Water E. Dep. 


2s. 
ortend U.D.C.—Roads and sewers. 
Whitstable U.D.C.—Foul and water sewers and 
brick manholes. Grimshill estate. 8. and Water 
E Dep. £2 2s. 

Rawtenstall T.C.—Roads and sewers at Park- 
ri., Waterfoot. J. H. Pollard, M.Inst.M.& Cy.E., 
B.E. and 8, Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 19. f 

Harwich T.C.—Laying approx. 385 yds. of 6-in. 

soil sewer and 281 yds. of surfdte-water sewer, 

etc. B.E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 121. 

Lincoln 7.C.—Réads and sewers, Hunt Lea 

estate. City E, and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 22. — 

Fleet U.D.C.—Roads and sewers. S. Dep. 
£2 2 


Penybont Main Sewerage Board.—Provision 

and laying of 333 yds. of 24 in. dia. and 12 yds. 

of 18 in. dia. spun-iron pipes, etc., nr.. Ogmore 

Castle. Thomas and Morgan and Partners, 23, 

Gellivastad-rd., Pontypridd. Dep. £3 3s. 
DECEMBER 31. 

*Leighton Buzzard U.D.C.—Roads and 
sewers at Garden Hedge. H. A. Rolls, Char- 
tered Architect, 15, Bridge-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

JANUARY 3. 


Luton T.€.—Roads and sewers at Flitwick. 
BE Dep. £2 2s. . 

j JANUARY 10. ae 
Kingsbridge R.D.C.—Laying mains and inci- 
dental works (three contracts). Lemon and 
Blizard, 24, Lockyer-st., Plymouth. Dep £3 3s. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 





Full details of Public Appointments marked * 
advertised elsewhere in this issue. Those 
tked * have been advertised in previous 


ues. 

DECEMBER 14. 
‘Old Fletton U.D.C.—Clerk of Works. 
‘Southgate 7.C.—Temporary Architectural 


Assistant. 
DECEMBER 15. 
‘Tiverton R.D.C.—Clerk of Works. 
DECEMBER 17. 
tSalford T.C.—2 Clerk of Works. 
DECEMBER 18. 
*Chepping Wycombe T.C.—Cicrk of Works. 
DECEMBER 19. 
*Lincoin T.C.—(1) Architectural Assistant, (2) 
Junior Architectural Assistant. 
*‘Rawmarsh U.D.G.—Architectural Assistant 
DECEMBER 20. 
*Yeovil T.C.—Clerk of Works. 
DECEMBER 21. é 
+Portsmouth T.C.—(a) Assistant Quantity. 
Surveyor, (b) 3 Junior Assistant Quantity Sur- 
eyors. 
‘West Suffolk C.C. — (1) 
Assistant, (2) Building Inspector. 
DECEMBER 22. : 
we oe U.D.C.—Temporary Architectural 
ssistant. 
tKesteven ©.C.—Architectural Assistant. 
‘North West Essex Regional Planning Com- 
mittee.—Planning Officer. 
*Tynemouth C.B.—Building Inspector, 
DECEMBER 24. 
‘Leamington Spa.—Clerk of Works. 
é DECEMBER 28. 
*Birkenhead C.B.—(a) Senior Architectural 
Assistant; (b) 2 Architectural Assistants. 
DECEMBER 31. 
‘Beds C.C.—(1) 2 Architectural Assistants; 
2) Quantity Surveyor, Grade I; (3) Quantity 
burveyor, Grade II; (4) Building Surveyor. 
*Harris Institute, Preston.—Assistanmt Lec- 


Architectural 
















urer in Building Dep. 
tMelksham U.D.C.—36 _honses. D. H. 
McKerchar, A.M.Inst.C.E., E., 8. and Architect. 
Dep. £2 2a. ~ P f 
‘Nottingham T.C.—Architectural Assistant. 
*Nottingham T.C.—Housing Architect. 
JANUARY 7. 
*Robert Gordon’s Colleges, Aberdeen.— 
lecturer and Studio Instructor in Construc- 


ional Subjects. 
JANUARY 15. 
tBucks ©.C.—County Architect. 
tSomerset ©.C.—Connty Planning Officer. 
FEBRUARY 11. : 

‘University of Liv i T.C.—Full-time of 
ngraded Lecturer and Studio Instructor at 
School of Architecture. 

NO DATE. 
*Notts C.C.—Quantity Surveyor. 
“Overseas Employment.—Inspector of Works, 
Nigerian P.W.D. 
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GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Birmingham.—British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion, Broad-st., propose extensions at the Mid- 
land Regional Broadcasting Station for addi- 
tional studios. 

Bootle.—T.C. approved four warehouses on 
north side of Howe-st., Liverpool Warehousing 

‘o., Ltd., 39, Old Hall-st., Liverpool 3. 

Brierley Hill.—U.D.C. approved 110 houses on 
Tack Farm site. J. R. Moore (A.), architect, 
The Council House. 

e.—Worcestershire C.C. propose ex- 
tensions to the Barnsley Hall Mental Hospital 
for an admission hospital, two convalescent 
villas, staff houses, etc. 

Cheshire.—E.C. propose County school at 
Siddington. ; 

Chesterfield.—T.C. propose erection of a new 
Central Library in the Town Hall area. 


Hackney.—B.C, propose housing scheme at - 


£254,000 to include two-storey terraced house, 
three-storey block of flats, communal electric 
laundry, community hall, tennis courts and 
childfen’s playing grounds. | 
Hartshill.—North Staffordshire Royal Infirm- 
ary Board of Governors propose extensions to 
increase the number of beds from 500 to 800. 
Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Rev. Edward Whitty, P.P., 
St. Aloysius’ Church, propose senior school. 
Huddersfield.— Kev. McGillicuddy and 
Catholic Authorities of St. Joseph’s, Commer- 
cial-st., propoSe senior school. | 
Lancaster.—T.C. propose housing estate at 
Ridge-la. site to include Community Centre. 
Leeds.—Housing Committee approved plans 
for 2,000 non-parlour houses, prefabricated- and 
brick: Plans by R. A. H. Livett, Housing 
Director. . ~ 2 : 
Lindsey.—C.C. propose Children’s Home at 
Horncastle, at £9.420. 
Macclesfield.—T.C. propose 148 houses at Moss 
estate and 350 houses at Higher Hurdsfield. 
Middlesbrough.—W. E. Haslock, 143, Albert- 
rd., Middlesbrough, prepared plans for cinema 
at Acklam-rd. South, for J. Reubens. | 
Newcastle, Staffs.—Building Committee of 
St. Michael’s Church, Cross Heath, propose. 
church, at £15,000. _ Shey 
Preston.—Lancashire E.C. propose dining 
room and scullery at Cop-la. school, Pen- 
wortham. ~ 
North Riding of Yorkshire.—C.C. propose 
secondary schools at Redcar and Bedale, Plans 
by J. R. White, County Hall, Northallerton, 


County A. . 
Prestwich.—Lancashire E.C. propose central 
kitchen. : ar 
Rochdale.—E.C. propose kitchen and dining: 


room at Greenbank. 5 
Rotherham.—E.C. propose central kitchen at 
Clough Bank, : i 
Rubery.— Worcestershire E.C. propose dining 
centre at St. Chad’s school. s 
.—E.C. propose canteen kitchen at Hod- 


net, 
Sedgley.—Staffs E.C. propose County school at 
Goldthorn Park estate. Tey: 
Shefheld.—University Senate and Hospitals 


_Court propose joint scheme for erection of 


Dental Hospital. : 
Sunderland.—Globe & Simpson, Ltd., Sheffield, 
to erect factory at William-st. 
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—British Legion branch members 

propose central headquarters, at £10,000. 

Stratford-on-Avon.—Warwickshire .C. pro- 
pose extensions at Monroe Devis Maternity 
Home, at £11,000. 

Walsall.—E.C. propose central kitchen a1 
Lower Rushall-st. - 

Warrington.—T.C. propose 124 bungalows at 
Capesthorne-rd. estate. 

Whitworth.—U.D.C. propose development of 
land at Wallbank as site for housing estate. 
_Wolverhampton.—T.C. propose development ot 
sites at Willenhall-rd. North, and Warstones-rd., 
for 1,400 houses. Plans by W. M. Law, B.E. 

York.—Youth Hostels’ Association (York, 
Scarborough and Hull Regional Group) propose 
developing Haverford estate, Water End, 
Clifton, for permanent York hostel. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. ~ 
+t Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes. recommended 


eT acceptance. 
§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
{ Denotes accepted .by H.M. Government 
departments, . 

Billesdon.—20 houses at Great Glen site, for 
R.D.C. W. Keay (F.) (Pick, Everard, Keay & 
Gimson), architect, 6, Millstone-la., Leicester : 
*Sherriff & Co., Ltd., Ireton-rd.; Leicester, 
£23,951. 

_Bridgend.—5O houses at Llangewydd-rd., for 
U.D.C.. R. C. Bestow, B.Sc., A.M.LC.E., S8.: 
*R. N. Thomas, 2,°Mackworth-rd., Porthcawl, 
£49,234. 

Burry Port.—Erection of 18 houses, for U.D.C, : 
tB. Copp, Kidwelly, £925 10s. per house. 

Coventry.—32 permanent houses at Canley site, 
for T.C. D. E. E. Gibson (A.), City A., 1a, 
Warwick-row: *H. Darbyshire & Son, 
Burnsall-rd., Canley, Coventry. 
_Darlaston.—50_ houses at Moxley site, for 
U.D.C. N. H. Hughes, 8. (22): *Butler Bros. 
rt hehe bam), das 7 es aie st paceue. 

am, s - 8 . olyneux, 
Bath-st., Walsall, £30,405 . 3 

Devizes.—Houses, for R.D.C.: *W. E. Chivers 
& Sons, Ltd., £20,247 (16 at White-st., Market 
Lavington, and road works, etc); *L. Maslem 
& Sons, £12,895 (10 at Northbrook); *F.. Ren- 
dell & Sons, £17,480 (14 at Bromham). | (Subject 
to M.H. pe oy 

Dundee.—Work in various trades for 313 
houses at  Magdalene’s Kirkton Housing 
Scheme, for T.C. City Quantity S., 21, City-sq. - 

Wm. Arnott McLeod & Co., Ltd., Russell-rd., 
Edinburgh, £149,615; *Wm. Loudon & Son, Bell- 
side Saw Mills, ‘Cleland, Lanarkshire, £85,180; 
James Thow, 141b, Nethergate, £1,611; *Wm. 
Brand & Son, 14, Bank-st., Dundee, £17,350; 
‘Andrew Clark (Slaters), Ltd., 97, Strathmar- 
tine-rd., Dundee, £17,350; *Peter Marshall, 8, 
Lanklands-st., Dundee, £27,799; *William Sten- 
son & Sons, 26, Carnegie-st., Dundee, £5,690; 
*James Laburn, 16-18, Mid-st., Dundee, £5,690; 

Leslie Reoch, 24, Hawkhill, Dundee, £5,690; 
*Norman Hill, 201, Strathmartine-rd:, Dundee, 
£5,690; *John Adam & Sons, 15, Park-pl., Dun- 
ys Begg Ms ya Co., Ltd., 5, 
, -3q., Dundee, £9,072; *A. Carri ‘ 
Barack s., Fae. £5,146. pacha 

urham.—Alterations and additions to Junior 
Technical school, Stockton-on-Tees. for E.C. 
F. Willey (F.), Architect to E.C.: *J. C. Wat. 
son, Ltd., Stockton-upon-Tees, 

Forehoe and Henstead.—56 houses in 
various districts, for R.D.C.: *R. G. Carter, 
tia. oe Ptr a. Wymondham ; 

arke, -5 Pitt-st., ich. 
Total cost, £72,624. Sn ee 

Gateshead. — Erection of accommodation 
building for National Insurance Dept.: *J. & 
W. Lowry, Corporation-st., Newcastle. 
houses, for EDLC. Stecert, Conan timber 

Ses, -D.C.; ewa i 
Felixstowe, wise onstruction Co., 

C »—Houses and flats, for T.C.: *Bain- 
bridge (Builders), Ltd., Doncaster, £22,032 (12 
pairs); £3,359 (two pairs); £10,289 (two blocks 
of six houses); *Platt & Featherstone, Ltd., 
Goole. £6,744 (three blocks of four flats): 
Prat ag Cooke, Goole, £4,496 (two blocks of four 

oylake——10 houses a -la. : 
a 7 t one. for U.D.C.: 


Atkinson, Greasby, £9,560. 

London (Air Ministry).—List of contracts to 
value of £500 or over for week-ended Decem- 
ber 1 :—Miscellaneous structural steelwork : Tees 
side Bridge and Engineering Works, Ltd., 
Middlesbrough ; Dorman Long & Co., Ltd., Lon- 
don, 8.W.1. Building work: Taylor Woodrow 
Construction, Ltd., Southall, Middlesex. Paint- 
ing work: Barvis Partners, Ltd., Brentwood, 
Essex; Sprayeroft Co., Lid. Bromley, Kent. 
General maintenance work: ¥. J. Lovell & Son, 
Ltd.. Gerrards Cross, Bucks; Henry Kelly (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne; Henry Kent 
(Builders), Ltd., London, §.E.13; R. & 
Sons, Ltd., Crawley, Sussex; Hadsphaltic Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., London, E.C.3. Installation 
work: Mechans, Ltd., Glasgow, W.4. Erection 
of structural steelwork: Rubery Owen & C6., 
Ltd., London, W.C.2; Redpath Brown & Co., 
Lid., London, W.1. 
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GLondon (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by don, site works, Arcon houses, Scottish Tarmac- for Ministry of Agriculture: *J. Stockdale, 
M.O.W. during week ending November 22:— adam & Asphalte Co 620, mt og st., Glas- Northallerton. 

London: Lewisham, Seco housesy Harry Neal, = 4. Ches: Crewe, Arcon houses, Brown. & Piercebri ———— of canteen: *Dunn ¢ 
Ltd., 117, Baker-st., W.1.- Banffshire: Fin- ns, Ltd., Macclesfield-rd., Winnie: Dum- Dunwell, Ltd., Arden-st., Darlington. __ 
dochty, Whitehill, Portsoy, Fordyce, Port. Gor- bartonshire: Dumbarton, site works‘ and slab- Redmire. hool canteen and_ kitchen: 

bing of Aluminium houses, Dougal & Co., Ltd., *Moody Bros., Northallerton. 

Glasgow-rd., Dumbarton. Durham: ham, Stockton-on-Tees.—Rebuilding 14 houses at 

- Tarran houses, Randle & Co., Litd., ric Blue Hall estate, for T.C.: *J. C. Watson, 

Joinery Works, Back Dunelm, Sunderland; Stockton-on- tie £14,270. 

Boldon, Tarran houses, Snowdon Bros., d. Sunderland.—Four houses at Meadowside: 

Bedford-rd., a Essex: Ongar, Seco *H. E. Pitt, Tita Millfield, Sunderland. 

houses, E. Scott Haile, Lid.. porgverd. omford ; Tarvin.16 houses at Normansheath, Duddon 

Chelmsford, Seco houses, Scott Hale. Ltd.. and Tarvin, for R.D.C. T. Pritchard, E. & §. 

Grove-rd., Romford; A. E. "tyne Ltd., Ongar- Westminster-chbrs., Northgate, Chester: *John 

rd., Brentwood. Hampshire : Petersfield, pre- Wright, Huxley, Chester, £16,266.> 

paration of sites, Downing, Radman & Bent, Uttoxeter.—12 houses at Denstone and 10 at 

Ltd., es rd., Chippenham. Wilts; Andover, Seco Mayfield, for R.D.C. C. E. Ingham. §.: 

houses, hivers & Sons, Ltd., Devizes, *Beddoes & oe Uttoxeter-rd., Tean, Stoke- 

ae  Ohrsichureh, Universal houses, W A red a a thao £24. os ‘“ . 

war Sons ournemou olden- a Mg, ouses on ree sites, for 
UNITE FOR STRENGTH hurst-rd., Bournemouth, Herts: Hoddesdon, RDC. *Walter Hill, Ltd., £18,322. 

Seco houses, Ekins & Co., Ltd., Gt. Northern - 

Works, Hertford. Leics: Melton Mowbray, 

Spooner houses, William Moss & Sons, a 

Queen’s-rd., Loughboreugh; ~ Lutterworth, 

Spooner houses, Bosworth & Wakeford, Daven- 


try, Northants; 


“ALBION” 


Market F asereore Spooner 


* houses, Hamson & Son, Main-rd., Brixworth, 
; Northants. eget Ealing. dining-room and 
kitchen, Davis & Boston-rd., Hanwell. 
Norfolk : Forehoe 6 Hionsiead, Seco houses, 
G. Carter, Ltd., Low-rd., Drayton, Norwich. 
VJ Northamptonshire A Northampton, Pe see od . 
; nouses, T. Wilson n, eep-s 
a ae Nottingham, fmeperery PATENT HINGE 
are now members of the office building, George impey es 
Thorpe-la. Sidings, Robinhood, nr. Wakefield. i ; 
Surrey : Farnham, Seco houses, Crosby & ip The ideal hinge for pape ‘ 
Lid.. Lion |W forks, Faroham:; Gratton. wyfifoon casement windows. Speciaily 
10USeS mi roydon elles- “ 
ley-rd., Croydon. Yorks : Maltby, Arcon: houses, designed for EJMA standard 
C D. Potter & Sons, Ltd., 119, Doncaster-rd., joinery—and constructed to give 
} arnsley 
"London (War Dept).—Works contracts ample clearance serndaeas clean 
placed by War Dept. for week-ended Novem- outside of windows from within. 


Jordans, Northa 


OF ‘MASTER 


ley, 
mon, ‘for R. 
McKewan (F.), 


ham 10, £25,982. 


BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry. 


£41,104 


clair & Co., 
Jackson & ‘dena 


ber 24—Northamptonshire : 
Meriden.—16 houses at Bennett’s-rd., Keres- 
and six Rea End-la., Balsall Com- 
*D. Charles, td, 220, Cooksey-rd., Birming- 
Mold.—40 houses at. Bridge-st. site, for U.D.C. 

F. A. Roberts (A.), Earl-chbrs. : 
Son, Bell House, 


Newcastle. Teg of factory. for John. Sin- 


Northallerton.—For alterations to buildings, 


Miscellaneous work, Simple fitting on bench—no 
cutting away — inexpensive. 


Illustrations, etc., sent on request. 


ALBION JOINERY WORKS LTD. 


‘Old Gak Common Lane 
Willesden W.W.10 
Telephone es Elgar 4802 


mpton. 


Fillmore & 
Birmingham 3: 


McKewan,. 
Newhall-st., 


*T, 
Caerwys, Mold; 


Williams & 
Flintshire, 





tobacco manufacturers: *John 





Corporation-st., Newcastle. 








, 





SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0 pa. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS. 


32 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES. 


a 


‘Phone or write: 
Secretary: 


23, Compton Terrace, Upper St.,N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded: 








STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 








Boyle’s --sirsuro~ Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE. 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
Emergency Address Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 
34, MORLAND AVENUE, E. CROYDON, SURREY 

















Week by week 
the number of 





buildings res- 


tored by us con- 
tinues to grow. 


Consult us about your Factory TO-DAY / 


iwem NEGUS LTD 


Station Works: KiNG JAMES S%S.E./. (WAT5474 














GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS LIMITED 


BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


of 


CAMBERWELL 


HEAD OFFICE : 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, WC. 
Tel. : CHAncery 7901-3 




















